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of the study and a professor emeri-
tus in the Department of Psycholo-
gy at McGill University in Montreal. 
Until about seven or eight months 
of age, children have the ability to 
distinguish speech sounds in their 
birth language and in various oth-
ers, Genesee said. After that, the 
ability to detect sounds that are 
not useful in their native tongue 
decreases. For example, Genesee 
said the words “lot” and “rot” are 
indistinguishable to a native Japa-
nese speaker because the sounds 
that correspond with the let-
ters “l” and “r” do not change the 
meaning of a word in Japanese. 
The brain increasingly exposed to 
one language becomes perceptually 
attuned, hardwiring itself to perceive 
the tones and contrasts from a par-
ticular pattern of speech rather than 
retaining an open-door policy, ac-
cording to Genesee.
While in the fMRI scanner, par-
ticipants heard either monosyl-
always been a goal of the library.” 
Hart said after speaking with 
the Student Government Associa-
tion, which endorsed bringing in 
the dogs earlier in the semester, 
it became apparent that this was 
an initiative students wanted to 
see carried out. Hart said she an-
ticipates that the event will be a 
success and hopes to make the 
event a tradition during finals 
weeks in future years, making it a 
semiannual event.
“We’ve seen it done at a lot of oth-
er [colleges],” Hart said. “It’s defi-
nitely a tried and tested thing that’s 
been done at many colleges and uni-
versities of big and small sizes alike. 
It’s a universally loved program.”
PUPPIES WILL BE running, licking and 
rolling around in Columbia’s library 
during finals week to de-stress stu-
dents  and alleviate academic anxiety.
The college is collaborating with 
Canine Therapy Corps, a Chicago-
based animal-assisted therapy pro-
gram, to bring a number of dogs to 
Room 305 at the library in the 624 
S. Michigan Ave. Building on Dec. 
10 from 2:30–4:30 p.m., according 
to Molly Hart, a student engage-
ment assistant in the library who 
helped organize the event.
“Who doesn’t love dogs?” Hart 
said. “Bringing in therapy dogs has 
College out 
with old, in 
with new roles
LANGUAGES THAT PEOPLE are exposed 
to at a young age form circuits in the 
brain that the body does not forget, 
even if the individual does. 
The existence of this buried in-
formation persists after childhood, 
possibly for life, according to re-
search from the Montreal Neuro-
logical Institute and Hospital and 
the McGill University Department 
of Psychology. The study, published 
Nov. 17 online in the Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences, 
found that Chinese children ages 
9–17 who were adopted by French 
parents displayed unconscious rec-
ognition of their birth language in a 
functional MRI scan.
“When children are born, essen-
tially their brains are [blank slates] 
when it comes to language learn-
ing,” said Fred Genesee, co-author 
Therapy dogs to make finals less ‘ruff’
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Buried languages leave lifelong trace
labic Chinese pseudo-words—units 
of speech that sound like Chinese 
to non-native speakers but are ac-
tually meaningless—or hummed 
versions of the same words, accord-
ing to the study. These words also 
included lexical tone, a distinctive 
pitch associated with a syllable in 
a word that, if shifted up or down, 
can alter the meaning of that word. 
Both the Chinese children who 
were adopted by French parents 
but did not speak Chinese and a 
group of Chinese-French bilinguals 
called upon the left temporal region 
of the brain—which is associated 
with the top-down processing of 
learned linguistics—when they 
heard the Chinese pseudo-words 
during the experiment.
Genesee said young children 
use this top-down process when 
learning language. The brain scans 
confirmed that study participants 
Columbia will be one of many 
colleges across the country that 
bring therapy dogs to their campus-
es. Kent State University in Ohio 
has recurring visits from therapy 
dogs through its academic year.
Jan Chindlund, dean of the li-
brary and an adjunct faculty mem-
ber in the First-Year Seminar De-
partment, said the library staff has 
been working to organize the ther-
apy dogs’ visit during finals week 
for a number of years.
“We are really pleased that it is 
going to happen this year,” Chind-
lund said. “If [students] want to 
come by and spend time with some 
wonderful dogs to de-stress, this is 
an opportunity to do so.”
Guillermo Frausto, a sophomore 
cinema art + science major, said 
bringing dogs to campus during 
finals week is an effective way for 
students to alleviate stress.
He said he plans to attend the 
event with his roommates and 
hopes this will allow other stu-
dents to relieve stress in a posi-
tive way rather than turning to 
substances or other releases to get 
through finals.
“It’s the best idea Columbia has 
had so far,” Frausto said. “I know a 
lot of people that are stressed about 
[finals], and this can be a great 
stress reliever.”
TO BETTER ORGANIZE the Office of Aca-
demic Affairs and improve commu-
nication between the Office of the 
Provost, school deans and depart-
ment chairs, the college is restructur-
ing Academic Affairs by eliminating 
and adding positions. The changes 
will be in effect by July 1, 2015.
Stan Wearden, senior vice presi-
dent and provost, sent out an email 
Nov. 24 detailing the planned chang-
es. Wearden said in the email that he 
is eliminating the position of associ-
ate vice president for Academic Af-
fairs, currently held by Susan Mar-
cus. He said he is going to launch a 
national search for a senior associate 
provost for Academic Operations, 
who will take the place of the associ-
ate vice president for Academic Af-
fairs and will be second in command 
over Academic Affairs to oversee the 
college’s online and global presences.
Andrea Cannon THE CHRONICLE
Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE
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THE ROLE THAT a formal Greek sys-
tem plays on a college campus is  
often misrepresented with films 
like the airheaded “The House 
Bunny” and misogynistic, hyper-
sexualized “Van Wilder.” 
Rather than highlight the phil-
anthropic efforts or community 
building the groups can foster, 
sororities and fraternities tend to 
be viewed as party collectives filled 
with people more concerned with 
finding a good drink and someone to 
bed than orders that foster feelings 
of brotherhood and sisterhood.
Considering the bad press that of-
ten surrounds them—hazing, sexual 
assaults and at times the antiquated 
perspectives on gender roles—it is 
understandable that Greek life can 
inspire spirited debate.
The issue of Greek life on 
campus is often a divisive one at 
Columbia. As reported on Page 3, 
Mark Kelly, vice president of Stu-
dent Success, is adamant that the 
college will continue to prohibit 
Greek organizations from campus. 
This comes at a time when some 
students are pursuing member-
ships to fraternities and sororities 
at other Chicago-area colleges, 
such as DePaul University. 
 In April 2013, The Chronicle ran 
an April Fool’s edition. Plastered 
on the Front Page was a story about 
the college implementing Greek 
life. Though obviously written 
in the style of The Onion, some 
students still thought it was real, 
prompting a few to complain to the 
college while the others excitedly 
posted on social media about the 
possibility that it was true.
There was relief and disappoint-
ment from The Chronicle’s readers 
when they realized it was a joke, 
but several students still wanted 
fraternities and sororities. Though 
I personally would never join a 
fraternity, I see no problem with 
bringing Greek life to campus.
At the end of the day, if there are 
enough students who want Greek 
life, then the college should find 
some way to facilitate that. Greek 
life can often be a contributing 
factor to a student’s decision to 
attend a college, and while its ab-
sence may attract some students, 
it has the same potential to be an 
incentive to attend.
Students want to belong to a 
Greek organization so badly that 
they are looking to other colleges to 
fulfill their needs and expectations. 
This is just another example of the 
college needing to reevaluate the 
current policies it has in place and 
allow student interests to guide 
policy regarding campus life.
The Student Organization 
Council affords students the 
opportunity to create any organi-
zation on campus so long as there 
are enough students interested. 
The college has several groups 
that reflect its signature style, 
such as Columbia Whovians and 
The Muggles Association, but 
Greek fraternities and sororities 
are banned outright.
It seems as if the college’s idea 
of diversity and inclusiveness is 
a little narrow-minded in that 
regard. If we so blatantly cater to 
the creative and non-mainstream, 
we should also look at staples of 
traditional colleges and see if there 
is room to include them within  
our campus.
Above all else, it is time to let the 
student body decide what it wants. 
If students overwhelmingly disap-
prove of the idea, then the issue is 
resolved. But if there are students 
willing to assume the financial 
responsibility that desire Greek 
life, then let the students have what 
they want.
To be Greek or not to be Greek
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A small group of protesters gathered outside of the University Center, 525 S. State St., before meeting other protesters at the police headquaters to hear the verdict in 
the Michael Brown case.
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revisited but the college does not 
support fraternities or sororities to 
be brought to campus.”
Kelly said the bookstore is of-
fering Greek letters because the 
college supports the academia that 
follows Greek systems and because 
some student organizations use let-
ters from the Greek alphabet as a 
symbol for their clubs.
AN EMAIL SENT to students’ LoopMail 
accounts Nov. 9 about the campus 
bookstore selling sorority and fra-
ternity gear despite the collegewide 
policy prohibiting Greek life left 
some students confused and others 
questioning the policy.
Mark Kelly, vice president of Stu-
dent Success, said a formal Greek 
life system would not be supported 
on campus because Columbia is a 
different type of student communi-
ty than many traditional campuses.
“Students are not allowed to 
[bring a chapter to campus],” Kelly 
said. “Like anything, a philosoph-
ical decision of the college can be 
“We’re very clear that we’re not a 
college that supports fraternities or 
sororities but we’re not, in any way, 
wanting to get in the way of stu-
dents’ personal choices and what 
they decide to do beyond the cam-
pus,” Kelly said. 
Some students seem to have 
found a loophole in the col-
lege’s policy. Columbia students 
are rushing fraternities and so-
rorities at citywide chapters 
and Chicago-area colleges, like 
DePaul University.  
Isaac French, a junior adver-
tising and public relations major, 
joined DePaul University’s chap-
ter of Alpha Epsilon Pi, a national 
Jewish fraternity, this semester. He 
said many fraternities on DePaul’s 
Columbia rushes around anti-Greek policy
CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
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campus do not have a problem with 
accepting Columbia students—or 
other art school students—despite 
not being students at the college. 
“It just depends on the fraternity 
and whether or not they will allow 
outside students,” French said. “I 
didn’t really have to do anything 
with Columbia to get permission 
to join. [The college] doesn’t really 
care what you do in your free time.”
French said he spoke to the fra-
ternity’s executive board, which 
includes members such as the 
chapter president and the frater-
nity scribe, to express interest in 
joining. French said the fraternity 
brothers required him to attend a 
IN AN EFFORT to recoup lost revenue 
and ensure fair usage, the Chica-
go Transit Authority is cracking 
down on students who abuse their 
U-Passes.
The CTA is actively seeking out 
students who lend their Ventra 
U-Passes to non-students, effec-
tively allowing them to ride CTA 
trains and buses for free. The $130 
fee full-time students pay each se-
mester only entitles the student 
issued the card to unlimited use 
during the semester and excludes 
anyone not matching the photo.  
Lambrini Lukidis, a spokesman 
for the CTA, said the CTA has lost 
approximately $2.2 million in rev-
enue during the last year. Lukidis 
said the sum was generated from 
a formula created by CTA officials 
that assumes riders use the CTA 
four times per day. Since 2013, 
there has been a spike in student 
U-Pass abuse and sharing, she said.
“After we started to do some card 
verification efforts, we did notice 
that there were students or people 
using U-Pass cards and the photo 
on the U-Pass did not match the 
person with an ID,” Lukidis said. 
“We are aware that it’s possible for 
students, even in a free ride situa-
tion, to give their card to let other 
people use their riding privileges.”
Students found letting others use 
their Ventra U-Pass will lose the 
card temporarily and potentially be 
fined by the Chicago Police Depart-
ment, Lukidis said.
“The card does get suspended 
until the next school year unless 
the student can present documen-
tation that their card was lost or sto-
len,” Lukidis said. “To prove the card 
was lost or stolen [would require] 
a police report or some sort of 
signed affidavit then [the student] 
would be required to pay $50 as a 
replacement fee.”
Lukidis said only about a dozen 
students were fined by the CPD out 
of nearly 1,800 confiscated cards. 
The free- or reduced-fare Ventra 
cards are a privilege and should be 
treated as such, Lukidis said.
“It is a privilege and you have 
that because you’re signed up with 
your school,” Lukidis said. “Regular 
fare-paying customers are actu-
ally paying some of the extra that 
it costs to provide those unlimit-
ed rides. The CTA provides about 
$100 million annually in free- and 
reduced-fare rides and it only re-
ceived about $28 million of the 
state reimbursement.”
College officials and card distrib-
utors did not return requests for 
comment, as of press time. 
Despite the CTA’s loss of reve-
nue, many students across the col-
lege’s campus do not find sharing 
cards to be an issue.
Lorin Jackson, a junior art + de-
sign major, said she has never lent 
out her card but sees no harm in 
 x SEE GREEK, PG. 10
 x SEE VENTRA, PG. 10
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CTA cracks down on 
U-Pass sharing
The CTA provides about $100 million 
annually in free- and reduced-fare rides.”
— Lambrini Lukidis
Like anything, a philosophical decision of the college 
can be revisited, but the college does not support 
fraternities or sororities to be brought to campus.”
— Mark Kelly
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THE UNIVERSITY CENTER will begin its 
first full renovation of its cafeteria 
beginning in December.
The construction is in conjunc-
tion with the residence hall’s new 
partnership with Chartwells, a 
food service management com-
pany and part of Compass Group 
USA. According to a Nov. 13 press 
release, the University Center 
serves nearly 1,700 student din-
ers, and this change will bring stu-
dents an interactive dining experi-
ence once it is completed. 
Marlene Levine, executive di-
rector of the UC, said the remod-
eling is timely because it coincides 
with the transition between food 
service management companies 
and gives the UC the opportunity 
to build the dining space based on 
Chartwells’ culinary needs. 
“When you have new chefs and 
new menu platforms coming in, 
you want your space to reflect the 
philosophy of engagement with 
residents and students and the 
way that the interaction occurs 
with the chefs,” Levine said. “The 
new management company really 
has a very strong commitment to 
student satisfaction. They want 
to engage the students in what 
they’re eating and provide more 
information and custom cook for 
the students as well.”
Levine said the construction 
will occur in three stages, each 
managed in small, walled-off sec-
tions so the renovation can be 
completed while maintaining ser-
vice to students. 
“At all times, all of the current 
variety of foods will be served and 
we’ll continue to maintain the 
same level of seating,” Levine said. 
“Our cafeteria is open all day long. 
People flow in and out so we real-
ly do have a nice big space to work 
with. We’re certainly able to ser-
vice without interruption.” 
Alisha Mendez, a UC resident 
and a senior cinema art + science 
major, said she eats in the UC caf-
eteria approximately four times 
per week and agrees the Cafe 
needs renovation. 
“They need to add more variety 
to their food,” Mendez said. “I like 
the idea [of face-to-face chefs] so I 
can see exactly what they are put-
ting into food.” 
Mendez said she does not think 
the construction will affect her 
experience in the UC at all, but 
she said she is looking forward to 
having new dining options and 
more up-front interaction with the 
chefs about the food choices.
Mary Dunn, district marketing 
manager for Chartwells, said the 
company saw an opportunity to 
partner with the UC to form rela-
tionships with four different col-
leges that use the space. She said 
the construction will help accom-
modate the space for the flow and 
experience that Chartwells plans 
to evoke by allowing for their spe-
cific style of resident dining. 
“[The construction] will be a 
really good way to get our chefs 
is a commitment by the compa-
ny that aligns with the long-term 
partnership they plan to have with 
the UC. The company will cover 
the cost without affecting the price 
of student meal plans, he said.
“It’s going to complete the din-
ing experience, which is going to 
let us expand to giving the stu-
dents more options for their din-
ing,” Peck said. “It’s going to allow 
us to break out retail from the ‘all 
you care to eat,’ and it’s going to al-
low us to add some new front sta-
tions as well.”
He said the third stage con-
struction will focus on the overall 
environment of the dining hall. 
Peck said the new dining space 
will include made-to-order sushi, 
Chicago street food inspired by 
local neighborhoods, soup, salad, 
and pizza stations, as well as a pas-
ta bar, a new deli and a grill. 
“Phase three is going to focus 
on the center of the room, and 
we’re going to have our infamous 
‘eat, learn, live’ station,” Peck 
said. “It’s going to be more about 
educating students’ healthier 
options, our ‘balanced you’ pro-
gram and then we’ll also be able 
to focus some fun things where 
we’ll be able to do that in front 
of the students instead of cook-
ing in back. It’s going to be more 
exhibition-style cooking.”
jboylen@chroniclemail.com
University Center begins cafe renovation
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Courtesy JORDYN KILGORE
The UC’s cafeteria is being completely remodeled in order to reflect the building’s new food service company. 
out in front and to really high-
light some of those action stations 
and made-to-order stations, as 
well as our new retail locations,” 
Dunn said. 
Jacob Peck, interim director of 
Chartwells, said the construction 
M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s
Monday December 1
Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance 7    12:00 pm
Columbia College Chorus in Concert at the Sherwood  7:00 pm
Tuesday December 2
Columbia College Country Ensemble    12:00 pm
Gospel Choir and Pop Orchestra in Concert   8:00 pm
 At the Hope, Help and Humanity Benefit Concert
 Jones College Prep. 700 S. State St. 
Columbia College Chamber Chorus in Concert   8:00 pm
 at the Sherwood     
Wednesday December 3
Columbia College Folk Ensemble in Concert   12:00 pm
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series at the Conaway* 12:00 pm
New Music Ensemble in Concert at the Sherwood  12:30 pm
R&B Ensemble: Showcase at Buddy Guy’s Legends*  4:30 pm
R&B Ensemble: Performance in Concert   7:00 pm
Sebastian Huydts with the Orion Ensemble    7:30 pm
 at the Sherwood
Thursday December 4
Pop Rock Ensemble: Performance 6 in Concert  12:00 pm
Pop Jazz Fusion Ensemble in Concert    7:00 pm
Columbia College Chamber Music Ensemble in Concert 7:00 pm
 At the Sherwood
Friday December 5
Piano Forum at the Sherwood*    12:00 pm
Progressive Rock Ensemble 2 in Concert   7:00 pm
Student Piano Recital 6A at the Sherwood   7:00 pm
Student Piano Recital 6B at the Sherwood   8:30 pm
* Events marked with an asterisk do not 
give Recital Attendance Credit
The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue
...to ShopColumbia.
ShopColumbia is Columbia College Chicago’s 
student and alumni art boutique and is 
committed to serving emerging artists.
“Mall Fun” Illustration by Sean Mac, Illustration, ‘14
ShopColumbia’s 6th Annual Holiday Market
Thursday, December 4, 11am - 7pm
Friday, December 5, 11am - 5pm
Saturday, December 6, 11am - 3pm
Stage Two
618 S Michigan Ave, 2nd floor
Chicago, IL 60605
Shop online: shop.colum.edu
Email: shop@colum.edu
For more info: www.facebook.com/shopcolumbia
Free and open to the public.
‘Tis the season...
December 1, 2014  •  5
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JAMEEL BRIDGEWATER, A junior art + 
design major, founded Bridgesx1913, 
a media company that collaborates 
with artists to showcase their work 
at gallery exhibitions and events. 
Since starting his company in 2012, 
Bridgewater has had the opportuni-
ty to work and network with artists 
across the country.
The Champaign, Illinois, native 
notably worked with hip-hop artist 
Jeremih in the summer of 2014. He 
shot promotional photos and vid-
eo footage for Jeremih’s 2014 Dub 
Chicago Tour. Between constantly 
creating content and updating his 
website, Bridgewater frequently 
travels to New York City to collab-
orate with other artists. During his 
most recent trip there in November, 
he worked with Nana B, a Brook-
lyn-based R&B singer.   
Bridgewater, who is expected to 
graduate in May 2016, said he is 
currently working on a show titled 
“Everything Under 21,” an event in 
which he will showcase the work he 
has completed to date. 
To further his efforts in reaching 
a global audience, Bridgewater said 
he aims to expand his company with 
branches in New York City, Tokyo, 
Toronto and Los Angeles by 2025.
The Chronicle spoke with 
Bridgewater about his passion for 
photography, working with Jer-
emih and his future plans.
THE CHRONICLE: What inspired 
your passion for photography and 
graphic design?
JAMEEL BRIDGEWATER: I’m more 
of an illustrator. I started drawing 
and painting at first and then [a 
teacher] introduced me to [graphic 
design]. I’ve always liked [photog-
raphy]. My dad did photography, 
but I just started at the beginning of 
summer 2014. He gave me one of his 
cameras and I got to grab a whole 
bunch of cameras from my grandpa 
which he used to use. I just started 
shooting whatever I enjoyed.
How do you merge your photography 
and design skills?
They overlap—I’ll take a photo 
and maybe illustrate it or put it 
into Photoshop and try to change 
it around and use it for flyers and 
some graphic design work. I start-
ed from graffiti, so I would say [my 
design style] has that sense of street 
art. But at the same time, I try to 
make it a little cleaner and make 
sure that it has that unique feel that 
nobody has ever seen before. 
What is your favorite thing to take 
photos of?
The typical things I take photos of 
are people. I love taking pictures 
of specific parts of people, like lips, 
hair or just little details. I love na-
ture as well—trees and anything 
that catches my eye. 
What kind of projects did you work on 
when you collaborated with Jeremih?
The coolest project I ever worked 
on was editing a video for Jeremih. 
I edited video for him as well as just 
doing some design work for him, 
like illustration and then a cou-
ple short films and just little side 
projects everywhere. 
What do you hope to accomplish with 
your show “Everything Under 21?”
I’m going to grab everything I’ve 
seen or done up until [age] 21 and 
I’m going to showcase it all. From 
emails to Facebook posts that I’ve 
done with artists, I’m trying to con-
nect and post them in a gallery and 
then bring some of the artists that 
I’ve worked with in my past and 
showcase them at this show. It will 
be like a new beginning in my per-
sonal design life. 
What kind of projects do you plan to 
work on in the future?
I want to do bigger shows in big-
ger places. I’ve done one show and 
I’ve taken a group of artists that I 
[represent] and we had a show in 
Brooklyn. I set the show up and 
got a couple artists that I knew out 
there. I want to continue doing that 
and get on a bigger scale and grab 
a couple bigger artists. The main 
project is to eventually move out 
there and gain a team of 15 graphic 
designers and some videographers 
in every sector that we work on and 
get a building somewhere that we 
can work out of. 
What projects did you work on during 
your last trip to New York City?
I shot photos and videos in the stu-
dio of an artist named Nana B and 
a producer I’ve known out there for 
a while. I was looking for jobs as 
well—just trying to grow a bigger 
network and people that I can meet 
to bring back here and try to intro-
duce them to the kind of people that 
I know and gain more knowledge.
What are your post-graduation plans?
My post-graduation plans are to 
pack up and go where I need to be 
and try to find a job right away. I 
hope and wish to work with Com-
plex Magazine. I want to design 
for them and work with them for 
a while and just to have a net-
work and segue into opening my 
own company.
How has attending Columbia helped 
you develop as an artist?
Columbia definitely introduced me 
to the people that I need to know. 
It’s a huge networking school out-
side of class. Meeting these types 
of people inspired what I was do-
ing and they definitely gave us the 
platform to be able to do things. 
I’ve done my first showcase here at 
Columbia and I was able to get the 
space really easily.
What is your advice for aspiring pho-
tographers and graphic designers?
Be yourself. Take a little inspiration 
from each person that you see. Ul-
timately, just keep pushing and try 
to be as original and as inspiring as 
you can be with it. Try to say 1,001 
words instead of just 1,000 with a 
picture. Speak all the words and 
have a purpose of your own.
What is something most people do 
not know about you?
I’m the shyest person ever. I’m like 
a shy networker. That’s really one 
of my flaws, but I’m going to try to 
grow from it.
How do you stay original?
When I’m going to work on a piece, 
I try not to look at any other type of 
art. I try to stay off social media and 
keep my mind 100 percent clear of 
everything for a while. I’ll sit there 
and sketch some stuff up and go 
off of what I’ve been working on—
looking back and referencing my 
old work.
Artistic entrepreneur 
creates opportunities 
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Jameel Bridgewater, a junior art + design major, works with photography and graphic design through Bridgesx1913, a company he founded in 2012. He said his company 
has provided him with networking and travel opportunities, and he plans to establish a global presence by 2025.
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COLUMBIA’S NEWEST STUDENT orga-
nization, ink., aims to serve as an 
outlet for black student poets, writ-
ers and performing artists to build 
their skills alongside one another.
Luther Hughes, president of 
ink. and a sophomore creative 
writing major, said he wants the 
organization to be an on-campus 
resource for black student artists 
of various styles to speak openly 
about their experiences. He said 
he is excited to contribute to the 
organization’s growth.
“I felt the writing groups on 
campus didn’t really cater to stu-
dents of color,” Hughes said. “I felt 
like black poets needed a place 
where we could all come, sit and 
build a community for ourselves 
on campus.”
Hughes said he hopes ink. will 
give black writers a sense of belong-
ing to something they can truly re-
late to as they hone their skills and 
learn how to present their work on 
a grander scale through workshop 
and performance opportunities.
“We’re hardcore writers,” 
Hughes said. “All we do is write. 
We love the skill of writing. We love 
words. We love language. That is 
one thing that we have [that sepa-
rates us] from everyone else—that 
hardcore drive to present our work 
to the community.”
Mariah Ivey, vice president of 
ink. and a sophomore business & 
entrepreneurship major, said one of 
ink.’s goals is to create a collective 
voice for black poets throughout 
campus, something she said many 
participants said they wish was 
present everywhere.
“We have people who have trans-
ferred from different schools and 
have said they are happy that an 
organization like ink. exists on 
Columbia’s campus, and it makes 
them want to be a part of our weekly 
meetings,” Ivey said.
However, Ivey said ink. is not 
limited to a single style of writing 
or art. The executive board itself is 
composed of different types of writ-
ers and poets to help participants 
develop in whatever they excel in, 
which makes for a welcoming and 
educational environment, she said.
“Above all things, we’re creating 
a safe haven for everyone to build 
and network with each other,” Ivey 
said. “It’s a place for people to come, 
express themselves and learn about 
the foundations of poetry.”
Ivey said along with ink.’s week-
ly workshops, which are held every 
Friday from 3:30–5:30 p.m. in room 
412 of the 33 E. Congress Parkway 
Building, ink. will host its first ma-
jor showcase, “I AM” poetry, on 
Dec. 5. The showcase will require 
performing artists to present origi-
nal works of any writing or perfor-
mance style they choose.
Alexis Franklin, community ser-
vice chair of ink. and a sophomore 
cultural studies major, said Hughes 
approached her about joining ink. 
when the organization was still 
in the developmental stages. She 
said he encouraged her to bring her 
voice to the organization to help 
enrich the group and establish its 
presence among black poets she 
was connected to.
Franklin said ink. is different 
from other poetry organizations 
she has been part of because it is 
geared toward minorities and their 
open expression but does not alien-
ate other ethnic groups. 
“We make sure that we don’t 
dilute or minimize what we talk 
about within black culture,” Frank-
lin said. “We’re making sure that 
the presence is known, not to dis-
respect [other races or ethnicities], 
but to make sure everybody knows 
what’s happening accordingly.”
Franklin said ink.’s presence on 
campus is pivotal to preserve the 
voice of black poets as well as to 
help document and project the ex-
periences of black student poets 
and writers. Most organizations on 
campus tend to generalize student’s 
experiences, putting all students in 
one category, but ink. plans to do 
the opposite by allowing members 
to be and speak for themselves, 
she said.
“If the black poets didn’t write 
in ink., they would just be writing 
to themselves,” Franklin said. “Ink. 
creates a platform in which they 
can do whatever they want, how-
ever they want and not only have 
backup support but a platform to 
exercise that support.”
kholley@chroniclemail.com
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In addition to this new position, 
Wearden said he is eliminating the 
position of associate provost for 
creative technology strategy, which 
is currently held by Insook Choi. 
In its place, the college will launch 
a search for vice provost for online 
education, a position that will work 
directly with the deans, chairs and 
faculty to create additional online 
courses and programs.
Once the senior associate pro-
vost for academic operations posi-
tion is filled, Wearden said another 
search will be launched for a vice 
provost for global education, a posi-
tion that will be responsible for or-
ganizing and expanding the existing 
international program.
Effective Jan. 1, Pegeen Quinn, 
assistant provost and an adjunct 
faculty member in the First-Year 
Seminar Department, will be pro-
moted to associate provost for Ac-
ademic Personnel, a new position 
that will include overseeing all aca-
demic hiring and personnel issues, 
instructional records and activities 
related to faculty development, ac-
cording to the email.
David Valadez, assistant vice 
president of Budget Management, 
and his staff will be moved from the 
Office of Academic Affairs to the 
division of Business Affairs where 
they will oversee the academic bud-
get, the email stated.
Also effective Jan. 1, Marvin Co-
hen, director and registrar in the 
Records Office, will be promoted to 
registrar of the college and will be 
responsible for consolidation oper-
ations, overseeing student records, 
degree evaluation, curriculum ser-
vices and graduation.
Anne Foley, who is currently as-
sociate vice president of Accredita-
tion & Compliance in the Planning 
and Compliance Department, will 
undergo a title change and will be-
come associate vice president for 
Assessment, Accreditation and 
Compliance, effective Jan. 1. Fo-
ley’s responsibilities will continue 
to include ensuring the college’s 
compliance with Higher Learning 
Commission standards and criteria 
to prepare it for reaccreditation.
President Kwang-Wu Kim was 
unable to comment on the restruc-
turing, as of press time, because he 
was out of the country.
In an interview with The Chron-
icle, Wearden said he decided to 
restructure the Office of Academic 
Affairs because the college needs a 
more effective and efficient system 
than the one currently in place. 
He said the new positions will 
contribute to a stronger Office of 
Academic Affairs.
“I think this will be a structure 
that brings in people who can really 
get some things done for the college 
that we’ve been kind of behind the 
times on,” Wearden said. “I’m look-
ing for people who are knowledge-
able ... people who are very strategic 
thinkers, but most importantly of 
all for me, people who are doers—
people who get things done.”
Although Choi and Marcus will 
lose their positions, Wearden said 
they can apply and be considered 
for the new ones but that a nation-
al search will still be launched for 
both positions. He said although 
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
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Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost, sent out an email Nov. 24 detailing plans to restructure the 
Office of Academic Affairs by eliminating and adding positions.
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there are expenses to initiating 
searches, it will be worthwhile be-
cause it will benefit the college in 
coming years.
“It is possible that the best possi-
ble people are here already, but we 
don’t know that until we open it up 
nationally,” Wearden said. “This is a 
very efficient use of student tuition 
dollars because these are critical 
positions that are going to have an 
impact on enrollment in the future 
and impact on college finances in 
the future.”
Although the changes do not 
directly affect students, they will 
affect the quality of curriculum in 
coming years, Wearden said. He 
said students will also notice more 
courses offered in graduate, online 
and study abroad areas, adding that 
increasing the college’s internation-
al student population is a priority. 
“We could have a larger number 
of highly qualified international stu-
dents here, which would be good for 
international students and for do-
mestic students,” Wearden said. “It 
creates a more diverse atmosphere.”
Wearden said he chose not to wait 
until the Spring 2015 semester to 
announce the changes to the office 
because the campus community 
has been awaiting his assessment of 
it since he arrived at the college in 
July 2014.
“People have been wondering 
about my views on the structure of 
Academic Affairs for a while now,” 
Wearden said. “People knew that 
when I came in, there would prob-
ably be some changes. I really didn’t 
want to keep people in suspense 
any longer.”
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doing so in the future.
“We are all trying to survive, 
and it’s hard out here, so I wouldn’t 
mind loaning it if someone needed 
it,” Jackson said.
Chido Nzvere, a junior journal-
ism major, agreed that people may 
lend out U-Passes for financial rea-
sons. She said she lent her U-Pass 
to a friend so she could get to class 
on time when there was a glitch in 
the Ventra system. 
“The CTA did lose money, so from 
that point of view, I do understand,” 
Nzvere said. “But at the same time, 
we’re students, you know?”
Tanya Modersitzki, a junior jour-
nalism major, said being stopped 
by the CTA security guards or CPD 
officers is an inefficient way to ad-
dress the issue and creates a whole 
different problem.
“I was at the Harrison [Red Line] 
stop last week, and when I went 
through, there were like four cops 
there, one with a dog and the other 
asked to see my Ventra,” Modersitz-
ki said. “I was really confused as to 
what was going on.”
Modersitzki said she ques-
tioned if something was wrong 
at the station she was trying to 
use and if she should find an 
alternate route or mode of trans-
portation to her destination.
“I didn’t know what [the cops] 
were doing so I was caught off 
guard,” Modersitzki said. “I didn’t 
appreciate [their stopping me], es-
pecially with them not telling me 
what was going on.”
few of the fraternity’s events to see 
if he liked the fraternity, and Greek 
life in general, and did not care that 
he went to Columbia or a school 
other than DePaul. 
Josh Sushan, the chapter pres-
ident of Alpha Epsilon Pi, said Co-
lumbia students often reach out 
to other colleges’ fraternities and 
sororities, especially if they have 
existing connections at the specific 
fraternity or sorority.
“The only thing we ask is [that] 
during our rush period, we have cal-
endar events, and the more [inter-
ested students] come out to those, 
the more they get to know who’s in-
volved and they can get a better feel 
of Greek life,” Sushan said. “We ask 
that all students do that.”
Sushan, a junior finance and 
economics major, said he does not 
think there are set rules or guide-
line restricting who can join their 
chapters. Each fraternity and so-
rority can decide how many people 
can be in the chapter and whether 
or not they will allow outside mem-
bers, he said. 
Ashlee Canty, the program co-
ordinator for Fraternity and So-
rority Life at DePaul, said students 
who do not attend DePaul are not 
allowed to join their Greek organi-
zations unless the house is a city-
wide chapter. The other 25 DePaul 
chapters are closed to non-DePaul 
students, Canty said.
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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Some Chicago-area colleges, including DePaul University, alllow Columbia students to rush their fraternities and sororities despite not being enrolled at their institutions.
Chase Starks, a junior interac-
tive arts & media major, said there 
are citywide chapters any college 
student may rush. Starks, who is 
a member of Omega Psi Phi, said 
he would love to bring Greek life 
to Columbia’s campus because it 
would be a positive addition to a 
non-traditional college.
“I’m all for [bringing Greek life 
to Columbia],” Starks said. “With 
Greek life, it’ll bring out more 
events, more community service 
throughout the city and gather 
more joining members.”
However, Paris Leora Hipps, 
a junior television major, said 
Greek life has no place on Colum-
bia’s campus, but would not care 
whether or not it made its way to 
the college.
“Some people join because they 
want to be a part of a sisterhood or 
a brotherhood to know people have 
their back or they want to help their 
community,” Hipps said. “I feel like 
you can do so without paying a few 
grand just to be a part of an organi-
zation that, if they’re trying to help 
their community, how are they do-
ing so creating an elitist organiza-
tion that’s separated from the com-
munity they want to serve?”
Sushan said that he would en-
courage students from all schools 
to look into fraternities and so-
rorities because they benefit the 
students involved by serving as a 
networking tool and a way to make 
lifelong friends.
“It’s our mission to give these 
kids the best college experience 
they can get,” Sushan said. “It 
doesn’t matter what school they 
go to. If a Columbia student is con-
nected with brothers of our chapter 
then by all means have him rush 
the chapter. A brother is a brother 
of the national fraternity no matter 
what school they’re in.”
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E.D. visits relating to synthetic cannabinoids skyrocket
Renegades acknowledge 
progress, aim for integration
DESPITE THE MAJOR differences be-
tween synthetic cannabinoids and 
marijuana, people are increasing-
ly turning to the synthetic drug in 
search of a legal high, but the conse-
quences could be dangerous.
The total number of emergency 
department visits related to syn-
thetic cannabinoids more than dou-
bled between 2010–2011, according 
to the Oct. 16 Center for Behavioral 
Health Statistics and Quality report. 
In 2010, there were 11,406 emer-
gency department visits involving 
synthetic cannabinoids, which in-
creased to 28,531 visits in 2011, the 
report stated.
According to the report, the num-
ber of E.D. visits related to synthetic 
cannabinoids for people aged 12–17 
also doubled between 2010 and 
2011 from 3,780 visits to 7,584 visits, 
while the number of visits related 
AFTER A SEMESTER that saw the addi-
tion of three teams and several suc-
cessful fundraisers, the Renegades 
are continuing to make their pres-
ence on campus known.
The Renegades have enjoyed an 
increased turnout and participation 
at their events. The organization’s 
new teams—Belegarth, which is a 
medieval-themed fantasy sport, ice 
hockey and Quidditch—are currently 
beginning to practice. Scott Wilson, 
a senior cinema art + science major 
and vice president of the Renegades, 
said the new teams are part of an ef-
fort to reach a new demographic of 
students beyond just sports fans. 
“With the addition of [the Bele-
garth team] Galahad and Quidditch 
and branching into more Colum-
bia-esque sports, I think that that’s 
definitely opening up our demo-
graphic a lot to Columbia students,” 
Wilson said. “To kind of [help us] 
branch away from the jock mental-
ity, [that] is really helping us out.”
Renegades President Mike Sem-
pek, a junior television major, said 
although he is excited about what 
the Renegades have accomplished 
so far, they still have work to do 
going forward.
“I’ve done some looking back at 
old stuff and I think the 2007–2008 
era [Renegades] were the best 
they’ve ever been,” Sempek said. 
“In recent years, [the club] has been 
the worst it’s ever been. I think that 
right now, we’re just trying to get it 
back to where it was and do better 
than they did.”
The current Renegades leader-
ship has set its sights on one goal 
for the club this year: integration. 
They said they want to make sports 
a part of the Columbia community, 
something Mark Brticevich, co-
ordinator of fitness, athletics and 
recreation and faculty advisor to 
the Renegades, said previous lead-
ership failed to do. 
 “The original board—they 
wanted to change the face of Co-
lumbia by making us a sports 
school,” Brticevich said. “Like 
NCAA, where we would eventual-
ly have a stadium and be like other 
schools, and that wasn’t [going to] 
happen. But this board managed 
to change the face of Columbia by 
being part of Columbia, being part 
of the Columbia community and 
leading that charge.”
Brticevich said students may 
become more supportive of the 
Renegades if they understand the 
origins of the name and who it is 
really for. 
“Columbia used to be known as the 
Coyotes,” Brticevich said. “When we 
made the name change, it was spe-
cifically looking at something that fit 
Columbia and that’s why Renegades 
came up. It wasn’t for the sports teams, 
it was for Columbia. We don’t do things 
like traditional colleges. We don’t 
think inside that same box, and that’s 
where the name resonated from.”
Poms Captain Haley Franker, a 
junior art + design major, said the 
team reached its fundraising goal 
and will receive uniforms for next 
to synthetic cannabinoids for those 
aged 18–20 quadrupled from 1,881 
visits to 8,212 visits.
There are a number of negative 
effects associated with using syn-
thetic cannabinoids, including 
severe agitation, anxiety, nausea, 
racing heartbeat, increased blood 
pressure and hallucinations, ac-
cording to the report.
The increase in E.D. visits related 
to the drug can be attributed to its 
increased availability and the fre-
quent practice of mixing synthet-
ic cannabinoids with other drugs, 
according to Peter Delany, director 
of the CBHSQ Office at the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration.
“There is an interesting phenom-
enon in terms of where people get 
the drugs,” Delany said. “You can 
buy [it easily] over the Internet and 
in head shops, and it’s ‘legal’ because 
they use marketing techniques say-
ing they are not for consumption.”
Synthetic cannabinoids are of-
ten marketed as legal marijuana or 
natural herbal blends, which is mis-
leading and dangerous given the 
effects of synthetic cannabinoids, 
Delany said.
According to the report, syn-
thetic cannabinoids are man-
made chemicals applied to plant 
materials that are not marijuana 
but intended to produce the same 
psychological effects.
As such, many people misguid-
edly consider synthetic cannabi-
noids synonymous with marijua-
na, said Mason Tvert, director of 
communications for the Marijua-
na Policy Project.
“It’s just like calling grape juice 
synthetic wine when it’s not wine,” 
Tvert said.
Although synthetic cannabi-
noids can have more potent effects 
than marijuana, many people use 
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Renegades officers (left to right) Mike Sempek, a junior television major; Ryan Miller, a senior marketing co-
munications major; and Scott Wilson, a senior cinema art + science major, discuss future Renegades plans.
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TOM FERTSCH PICKED up a guitar in 
fifth grade and never looked back. 
Nearly a decade later, Fertsch, a 
sophomore music major, spends his 
days mastering his craft. 
This year, Fertsch decided to 
take on a new challenge: baseball. 
Fertsch is an outfielder for the 
Renegades baseball team in his 
first year ever playing the sport. 
He refers to himself as a utility 
player—he plays all three outfield 
positions depending on where he 
is needed. Fertsch was born in Bos-
ton, and grew up just outside the 
city in Woburn, Massachusetts, 
went to boarding school during his 
formative years in New Hampshire 
and decided to attend Columbia in 
search of something new.
The Chronicle spoke with Fertsch 
about his life in music, career goals 
and the learning curve that comes 
with playing a new sport.
THE CHRONICLE: Why did you choose 
Columbia instead of closer to home?
TOM FERTSCH: I’m obviously big 
into music; that’s my major. [Music] 
is what I’ve wanted to do since I was 
a little kid. The opportunity came 
knocking—I wasn’t super serious 
about college originally. My music 
teacher recommended Columbia as 
a school that I should really look at, 
and I flew out here and I fell in love. 
What instrument are you best with?
My best instrument is my guitar. 
My specialty is acoustic fingerstyle. 
I do like tapping [when I play] and 
all sorts of neat stuff. That’s really 
fun—I developed that recently.
What are your post-graduation plans?
That’s the question of the hour. 
On the one hand, I love doing solo 
guitar stuff. I actually live in San 
Diego now with my family. We just 
moved there. Out there, I get to do 
shows and everything with my gui-
tar, which is awesome, but I’m a 
composition major, so obviously I 
want to be able to write my music. 
I actually want to do film scoring. 
That’s another reason why I picked 
Columbia—because they have a 
great film program. I’ve had a lot of 
opportunities with them.
Has it been hard to pick up baseball?
The team is really good at manag-
ing [newcomers]. They work us in 
where we can, they fit us in where 
we can. I happen to be really fast, 
that’s one of my strong points. So 
even if I am not quite as good of 
a hitter or as good of a fielder as 
somebody else, they still find a way 
to put me in. We have this one kid 
on our team—he suffered a really 
bad knee injury, so they have me 
pinch run for him. I absolutely get 
out there and contribute. 
What has been the hardest part of 
the learning curve for you?
The surprising thing about base-
ball is it’s such a repetitive sport. 
It’s so slow. For somebody like me 
with the action-intense sport back-
ground, patience was honestly the 
hardest thing to learn. 
What do you hope to take away from 
your time at Columbia?
Independence. I want the ability to 
be able to do the things that I need 
to do without relying on anybody 
else. My whole life I’ve always had 
[that]. In Chicago there is noth-
ing—nobody is going to wake you 
up to go to class. No one is going to 
make sure you do your homework 
and do the things you need to do [to 
be successful]. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to learn a lot about yourself, 
and I’m still doing that. Hopefully 
by the time that I graduate from 
here, I’ll have a better grasp on how 
to manage everything. 
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Courtesy NICKOLAY LAMM
Nickolay Lamm, a Pittsburgh-based graphic designer, created models depicting the average male body shapes from the U.S., Japan, the Netherlands and France. According 
to Lamm, the average U.S. male has the highest BMI at 28.6, followed by France at 25.55, the Netherlands at 25.2 and Japan at 23.7.
Graphic artist compares average 
male body shape across countries
THE AVERAGE BODY mass index of 
the American male aged 30–39 is 
28.6, nearly one point away from 
the medical qualification of being 
obese, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s 
National Center for Health Statis-
tics. The average height of the U.S. 
male is 5-foot-9, weight is 195.5 
pounds and waist circumference is 
39.7 inches. However, these mea-
surements can be difficult to visu-
alize when expressed numerically 
on paper.
Nickolay Lamm, a graphic artist 
from Pittsburgh, created computer 
models as part of his Body Mea-
surement Project depicting what 
the average American man might 
look like compared to averages of 
males in other countries.
As a follow-up to this project, 
Lamm designed a model for an “an-
ti-Barbie” doll based on realistic 
proportions of American women 
known as Lammily, as reported by 
The Chronicle Oct. 22.
“We all know there’s an obesity 
issue in America, [and] I wanted to 
show it in a very simple way,” Lamm 
said in an email. “I wanted this to be 
a wake-up call. Other countries are 
simply more fit than we are, [and] I 
think we know this, but it’s another 
thing to see it visually.”
To verify that his models ac-
curately represented the average 
body shape of an American man, 
Lamm consulted Matthew Reed, a 
research professor at the Univer-
sity of Michigan Transportation 
Research Institute.
Reed said the Transportation Re-
search Institute has a program that 
uses laser scanners to capture the 
external body shapes of hundreds 
of people, creating statistical mod-
els of people’s body shapes. Lamm 
learned from Reed that his graphic 
models accurately represented data 
gathered from the program.
“[Lamm’s] overall body contours 
now are very accurate,” Reed said. 
“A thing to keep in mind, of course, 
is that every individual has a dif-
ferent body shape and what he’s 
producing are average body shapes, 
so any particular person with an av-
erage BMI might have bigger shoul-
ders or a bigger belly, but it’s a use-
ful way to compare across different 
[nationwide] populations.”
Although the project aims to 
shed light on the U.S.’ obesity prob-
lem, some are critical of the use of 
BMI measurements as an accurate 
measure of obesity.
“A lot of people critique the BMI 
measurement because it’s not accu-
rate on an individual level because 
some people have a lot of muscle,” 
Lamm said. “But if you apply the 
measurement to a lot of people, 
high BMI is a cause for concern.”
In addition to average Ameri-
can male models, Lamm created 
depictions of the average man in 
other countries, including France, 
the Netherlands and Japan. What 
these models illustrate is that the 
average U.S. man is much shorter 
than men from other countries, 
with a much higher BMI.
According to Rich Hamburg, dep-
uty director at the Trust for Amer-
ica’s Health, obesity rates in the 
U.S. have been steadily increasing 
throughout the last 30 years but pla-
teaued in the past few years.
“We live in a society that’s very 
different than it was 30 [or] 40 
years ago,” Hamburg said. “Most 
people were able to walk to work 
or school, a vast majority of meals 
were served at home and [where] 
physical activity in schools [took 
place] daily, not weekly.”
JACOB WITTICH
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
THE GAP BETWEEN the sexes in the 
fields of science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics has 
narrowed considerably since the 
1970s. Although that disparity has 
been addressed in certain respects, 
the root problems that create the 
gender imbalance take hold much 
earlier in women’s lives.
A report published online Oct. 
22 in the journal Psychological 
Science in the Public Interest 
found the experience of young and 
mid-career women in math-inten-
sive fields to be similar to those of 
their male counterparts. However, 
negative assumptions made about 
the respective science and math 
abilities of the genders were evi-
dent in kindergarten-age children 
and were observed to only increase 
with time. 
“The big finding was the question 
of what happens after you’re at the 
point where you have your doctor-
ate and you’re applying for jobs in 
the academic community,” said 
Diane Halpern, dean of Social Sci-
ences at the Minerva Schools at the 
Keck Graduate Institute.
The authors reported that there 
is generally no discrimination 
against women who apply for pro-
fessorships after college, according 
to Halpern, whose commentary on 
the findings was published along-
side the research.
“If anything, it seemed to be that 
people were more biased toward 
women. But only at the point for 
people who’ve already gotten their 
doctorate and have a successful ca-
reer before applying for their first 
academic position,” Halpern said.
Part of the problem is the type of 
opportunities that parents uncon-
sciously provide to their children, 
said Cathy Pieronek, assistant dean 
of academic affairs and director of 
the Women’s Engineering program 
at the University of Notre Dame. 
Pieronek said the parents of 
young children may give their sons 
more chances to explore activities 
that would lead them to pursue en-
gineering, and they may encourage 
their daughters to cultivate inter-
ests in more passive activities. She 
said this type of influence at such 
an impressionable age can lock 
children’s thinking into one mode 
or another. She also said it becomes 
increasingly difficult for young stu-
dents to feel confident in STEM 
courses—regardless of gender—once 
they are off of those curricular tracks.
Part of the disparity results from 
academic options being cut off at an 
early age for both men and women. 
Studies show that in high school, 
girls take more math and science 
credits and earn higher grades in 
those classes than their male peers, 
Pieronek said. 
Because colleges take both ac-
ademic record and curriculum 
variety into consideration, young 
women tend to meet the academic 
standards set for them in math and 
science, she said, adding that wom-
en subsequently drift away from 
those subjects because they have 
reached the academic benchmark. 
However, evidence does exist 
that gender stereotyping may affect 
the judgment of potential employ-
ers, grant funders and performance 
evaluators, according to Anthony 
Greenwald, a psychology professor 
at the University of Washington.
“The other way in which gen-
der stereotypes affect women’s 
career progress is that women ac-
tually have internalized these ste-
reotypes,” Greenwald said. “They 
know them well.”
The idea that women have a tradi-
tional role to play in society—one that 
is associated with home and family 
rather than a STEM-intensive ca-
reer—is shown clearly in association 
tests measuring career and gender 
stereotypes, according to Greenwald.
“That’s not traditional meaning 
long-past and gone, but still a current 
tradition,” Greenwald said. “This is 
a force that’s not only operating in 
those who are judging women, but in 
women themselves. The discomfort 
that women feel because of the ste-
reotypes that have been implanted by 
the culture ... makes it more difficult 
for them to stay in these career paths.”
Pieronek said the standards for 
entering into STEM-oriented ca-
reer paths may have been so nar-
rowly defined for so long that re-
evaluating who set the standards 
and why may be necessary.
“When you start to get to the core 
of what you really need to be success-
ful in engineering, you open the field 
up to not only women, but underrep-
resented minorities and men who 
aren’t like the men who defined the 
standards for success,” Pieronek said. 
Although the data analyzed in 
the Psychological Science in the 
Public Interest report showed that 
the number of women entering 
fields like engineering has been 
slowly but steadily increasing, less 
success has been seen in bringing 
more men into traditionally fe-
male-dominated fields such as edu-
cation, Halpern said. This can make 
the term “STEM” somewhat of a 
misnomer because science-orient-
ed disciplines such as biology have 
nearly equal proportions of men 
and women, as opposed to a field 
like engineering.
“It’s probably more useful to 
think of it as math-intensive fields 
and not math-intensive fields,” 
Halpern said. “That’s where you see 
the largest discrepancies between 
men and women. Clearly, there are 
plenty of women with high ability 
in math who opt out of these fields. 
I see it as part of a broader question 
about gender segregation in the 
workplace and all of the variables 
that affect our individual choices.”
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‘STEM’ disparity has early origin
MAX GREEN
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
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Marie Curie, pioneering chemist and physicist, was the first woman to win a Nobel Prize for her research in 1911.
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EMPATHY, THE EMOTION that sets hu-
mans apart from much of the an-
imal kingdom, allows people to 
understand and nurture one an-
other. However, this emotion may 
predict aggressive behavior under 
certain circumstances.
In a study published Oct. 6 in the 
Personality and Social Psychology 
Bulletin, researchers found that ag-
gressive behavior can be linked to 
empathy, but it is not restricted to 
close relationships. Michael Poulin, 
associate professor in the Depart-
ment of Psychology at the Univer-
sity of Buffalo in New York, and An-
neke Buffone, a Ph.D. student in the 
Department of Social Psychology at 
the university, found that two neu-
rohormones appear to be important 
factors in this link.
The study had two portions:. The 
first asked participants to reflect on 
real life events. 
“We asked [the participants] to 
think about a time where somebody 
hurt someone that they cared about 
and whether they confronted [the 
offender],” Buffone said. “In that 
study, we found that people did feel 
empathy in these situations.” 
Buffone and Poulin found this 
result mostly in people who were 
sensitive to two hormones, oxytocin, 
a chemical that promotes bonding, 
and vasopressin. Both are neurohor-
mones, known as peptide hormones, 
which are produced in the brain and 
released into the bloodstream. 
According to James Burkett, a 
graduate student in the Depart-
ment of Neuroscience and Behav-
ioral Biology at Emory University 
in Atlanta, these hormones play key 
roles in a person’s behavior.
“Oxytocin became famous for 
its role in maternal behavior and 
care of the infant, but now it’s also 
known to be released in virtually 
any social event,” Burkett said. “We 
have oxytocin release when you are 
touched by another person, when 
you see someone who is familiar to 
you or when you are falling in love.”
Burkett said vasopressin acts sim-
ilarly to oxytocin but is more related 
to aggression and territorial feelings.
“The most common effect of va-
sopressin release is the feeling of 
anxiety,” Burkett said. “So when 
you’re in a social situation that may 
require you to be vigilant or require 
you to respond with aggression 
or with running away, that’s the 
kind of thing a vasopressin release 
would promote.”
The release of these hormones 
does not actually dictate behavior, 
Burkett said. The hormones only 
enhance perception of the situation. 
If a third party harmed a loved one, 
Burkett and Buffone said it is obvi-
ous that the response would be to 
help the victim by any means neces-
sary. The social situation more often 
affects the way a person will react—
be it negative or positive.
In the second portion of the 
study, Buffone and Poulin created 
a fictional story about a participant 
experiencing hard times in his or 
her life. The fictional character 
was in a competition with another 
stranger, so the real-life partici-
pants in the study had the chance 
to “assign hot sauce to the other 
participant the person was compet-
ing against.” The researchers told 
the real participants if the stranger 
were given hot sauce, his or her per-
formance would plummet.
“By ultimately hurting the com-
petitor, the participants are helping 
the fictional participant they had 
empathy toward,” Buffone said.
She related this portion of the 
study to the way people are able to 
generally care for others outside 
close relationships.
“Because we have this ability 
to empathize with others, even 
strangers,” Buffone said. “That’s 
why we constantly care for other 
kids, go and feed the homeless or go 
to the animal shelter.”
The concept known as the “care 
system” is a basic emotional phe-
nomenon that has evolved in hu-
mans and is linked to hormonal 
changes that take place within the 
body in social situations, according 
to Rami Gabriel, associate profes-
sor in Columbia’s Humanities, His-
tory & Social Sciences Department. 
“This is something we have since 
we are social, tribal creatures,” Ga-
briel said. “This tribalism can man-
ifest itself in care and empathy for 
people who are inside the group, 
and distrust and vengeance for peo-
ple who are outside of the group. 
This sort of evolved due to the situ-
ations we were in.”
Gabriel said these findings are 
obvious because people prioritize 
those they care for or understand. 
By furthering the understanding 
of social behavior in terms of phys-
iology, Buffone said she challenges 
the idea of innate responses to so-
cial situations and the natural hu-
man tendency to favor one person 
over another.
“One big thing that came out of 
this study is that teaching people 
to be empathetic isn’t always going 
to lead to positive results,” Buffone 
said. “What’s important is to teach 
people to have a more global ap-
proach to it—take the perspective 
from both sides. Try to feel empa-
thy for both sides of the conflict.”
for details please visit colum.edu/cite
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Strong feelings of empathy can lead to aggressive behavior, according to an Oct. 6 study in the Personality and 
Social Psychology Bulletin.
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the drug as an alternative because 
marijuana is illegal and most syn-
thetic cannabinoids will not show 
up in drug tests.
It is common for people us-
ing synthetic cannabinoids to 
mix them with other drugs, such 
as alcohol, pharmaceuticals and 
even marijuana that the drugs are 
sprayed onto, according to Delany. 
Mixing these substances in addi-
tion to increased use of the drug 
contributes to the number of E.D. 
visits, he said.
“Marijuana is a less harmful sub-
stance than [even] alcohol, and it’s 
a shame that we have laws steering 
people toward using more harmful 
substances,” Tvert said.
Young people aged 12–20 are the 
most common users of synthetic 
cannabinoids, Delany said.
“I think parents need to be ed-
ucated about synthetic cannabi-
exposed to Chinese at a young age 
were able to subconsciously recog-
nize the pseudo-words and lexical 
contrasts they heard. 
“It’s quite well established in the 
literature, and we’ve known for a 
very long time, that the best way 
to become fluent in a language is 
to learn it when you’re very young,” 
said Amanda Woodward, professor 
in the Department of Psychology at 
the University of Chicago. 
Woodward cited Noam Chomsky, 
known as the “father of modern lin-
guistics,” who proposed that lan-
guage is innate in young children. 
“We come into the world expect-
ing to find language,” Woodward 
said. “[Chomsky] was interested in 
the grammatical structure of lan-
guage. He was essentially saying 
that we are innately prepared to ac-
noids,” Delany said. “They need to 
pay attention to online purchases 
and be aware of what their kids are 
doing online because this stuff is 
available online.”
Delany said the first step in re-
ducing the use of synthetic canna-
binoids is promoting prevention 
through education about the dan-
gers of using the drugs.
Making synthetic cannabinoids 
illegal is a difficult task because 
their chemical composition can be 
changed very easily, so every time 
a law is made that prevents the 
drug, manufacturers can change 
its chemical formula to get around 
that, he said.
“They’re just not safe and we 
don’t know enough about them, and 
every time we figure out how to say 
this is an illegal substance, some-
body just changed the chemical 
compound and it becomes a legal 
drug again,” Delany said.
quire the abstract rules of grammar.”
The adoptees exposed to Chi-
nese in their first year of life were 
perceiving neurocognitive traces 
of Chinese in small units, Genesee 
said. Those who were not exposed 
to Chinese at that age could only 
perceive that information as sound, 
not in any linguistic manner.
The left hemisphere of the brain 
is usually activated when people 
engage in language processing, he 
said. The right hemisphere is more 
associated with processing sounds 
in a non-linguistic fashion. People 
without training in a particular 
language would not perceive these 
sounds as words.
According to Lara Pierce, first au-
thor of the study and a doctoral can-
didate at McGill University, there is 
much debate in the literature about 
whether early language experienc-
es are overwritten in the brain after 
long periods of disuse or if the estab-
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semester. The Poms team also per-
formed during halftime of the Chi-
cago Steam—American Basketball 
Association—basketball game Nov. 
22, their first off-campus perfor-
mance ever, which was also nation-
ally broadcast on ESPN3.
The Renegades are also holding 
a logo design contest through Dec. 
2, offering students the chance 
to create a new logo intended to 
unify Columbia as a school as 
well as represent the sports teams 
on campus. 
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
lished neurolingual pathways just 
become too difficult to access.
“These findings suggest the latter 
and may begin to tell us something 
important about neural plasticity 
and what the brain is doing during 
this early developmental time,” 
Pierce said in an email.
Researchers have yet to deter-
mine whether developing neural 
pathways for a certain language 
or sound contrast at a young age 
makes it any easier to learn that 
language or a similar one later in 
life, Genesee said. 
“So laying a new pattern on top 
of that old pattern is harder when 
the two patterns are very different,” 
he said. “Somebody I was talking to 
said it’s sort of like these are ghosts 
in your brain that are formulated 
when you’re young and they’re al-
ways in the background.”
Ryan Miller, a senior marketing 
communication major and infor-
mation officer for the Renegades, 
said the hope is to have Colum-
bia adopt the design so the entire 
school can be unified under one 
logo and one set of colors. The col-
lege and its teams currently have no 
identifiable markers, he said.
“You see people walking around 
in their Columbia attire and what 
is that?” Miller said. “[The sweat-
shirts] are purple, black and blue—
it just says Columbia. You can’t 
even tell the difference between 
some of those and like Columbia, 
the jacket brand. You don’t know 
what it’s for. You don’t associate [it 
with] anything.” 
Brticevich said he hopes the uni-
fied logo helps students understand 
they do not have to play on any of 
the sports teams to be a Renegade.
“That’s what we’re trying to solid-
ify now,” Brticevich said. “We’re all 
renegades, not just the sports teams 
and that’s why we want to have Ren-
egades plastered over our chest, be-
cause we do things differently. We 
think differently and that’s what a 
renegade does—they don’t follow 
the typical run-of-the-mill.” STOCK PHOTO
The number of emergency department visits relating to synthetic cannabinoids has more than doubled, accord-
ing to the Oct. 16 Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality report.
Chocolate Chip  
Pumpkin Bread
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
THE HOLIDAYS ARE a time when most 
people pull out all the stops when 
it comes to food. Whether it’s ham 
or mashed potatoes, everybody has 
something to brag about bringing 
to the table. This year, I will be 
trying out my baking chops and 
cooking up some chocolate chip 
pumpkin bread.
Desserts are usually the best 
part of any holiday meal, and choc-
olate chip pumpkin bread is no ex-
ception. It has chocolate, which is 
everyone’s favorite, and pumpkin 
bread is extremely fitting for this 
time of year. Chocolate chip pump-
kin bread is the perfect addition to 
the dessert menu after any holiday 
dinner but is also a nice treat that 
always satisfies a sweet tooth.
Some words of caution: First, 
make sure to set aside the time for 
both the prep work and the baking. 
Second, nobody can master the art 
of baking on his or her first attempt, 
so if it does not work out the first 
time around, do not be too discour-
aged to try again.
First, preheat the oven to 350 F, 
which will allow time for the prep 
work needed to make the bread. 
Grease and flour a 9-by-5 inch loaf 
pan to make one large loaf of choc-
olate chip pumpkin bread.
Next comes the bulk of the work 
that goes into making this treat. Get 
yourself a large bowl and combine 
the sugar, pumpkin puree, oil, water 
and eggs. After the ingredients are 
poured together in the bowl, beat the 
mixture until it has a smooth consis-
tency. Next, blend in the flour, cinna-
mon, nutmeg, baking soda and salt.
Now it’s time for the choco-
late chips. Distribute them evenly 
throughout the mixture by stirring 
as you pour them in. Once the choc-
olate chips are in the mixture, fill 
the pre-greased and floured loaf pan 
about 1/2 or 3/4 full with the batter 
and bake for an hour or until an in-
serted knife comes out clean.
When the chocolate chip pump-
kin bread is done, pull it out of the 
oven and let it cool for a moment, 
then decide whether to eat the 
whole loaf right away or save it for 
dinner at Grandma’s.
NOVICE SOUS CHEF GURU
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Arts & Culture Editor
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com
1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Grease and flour one 
9-by-5 inch loaf pan or three 3-by-5 inch pans.
2. In large bowl, combine sugar, pumpkin puree, 
oil, water and eggs. Beat until smooth.
3. Blend in flour, cinnamon, nutmeg, baking soda 
and salt. Fold in chocolate chips and nuts. Fill 
pan 1/2 to 3/4 full.
4. Bake for one hour, 35 minutes for small pans or 
until an inserted knife comes out clean. Cool on 
wire racks before removing bread from pans.
INGREDIENTS
3/4 cup white sugar
3/4 cup brown sugar
1/2 15-ounce can 
pumpkin puree
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1/3 cup water
1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips
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AFTER DIRECTING MOVIE recreations 
of classic musicals “Annie” and 
“Chicago,” Rob Marshall is bring-
ing Stephen Sondheim’s classic 
musical “Into The Woods” to the 
big screen Dec. 25 through Walt 
Disney Studios. 
“Into the Woods” stars charac-
ters from four classic fairy tales—
Red Riding Hood (Lilla Crawford), 
Jack and The Beanstalk (Daniel 
Huttlestone), Cinderella (Anna 
Kendrick) and Rapunzel (Macken-
zie Mauzy)—who go into a danger-
ous forest to seek their own ends 
with great consequences.
The Sondheim work premiered 
originally in 1986. The musical has 
since been reinterpreted countless 
times on stages and movie screens 
across the globe.
The Chronicle chatted with Ken-
drick and Chris Pine, Cinderella’s 
Prince, about singing in the film, 
what the movie has to offer differ-
ent audiences and how it felt to play 
such classic characters.
Pine, Kendrick sing their way to big screen in ‘Into The Woods’
Stateville prisoners share 
‘The Materials that Went 
to Make’ them in art show
 x SEE PRISONERS, PG. 28
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Arts & Culture Editor
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
South Side Community Art Center, 3831 S. Michigan Ave., presents an exhibit of has art from inmates at Stateville Correctional Center in Crest Hill, Illinois.
“What we do know is that art is 
transforming,” Myers said. “In nine 
cases out of 10, art is transforming 
in a positive way because we know 
that when a person is self-expres-
sive, it allows another individual 
to understand. Even if they don’t 
agree, they can understand why 
certain choices were made. Art is 
healing, art is therapeutic, art fos-
ters communication and all of those 
aspects are very important for us to 
live together in a way that is condu-
cive—not destructive.”
Susan Imus, associate professor 
and chair of Columbia’s Creative 
Art Therapies Department, said the 
arts can be used as forms of expres-
sion and communication. Though 
the P+NAP program is not related 
to counseling or creative art thera-
py, the same benefits could still ap-
ply to the work made by prisoners, 
according to Imus.
“They use the different art mo-
dalities as a way to help people 
communicate their problems, 
their issues, their stressors in life,” 
Imus said. “This is true with any 
artistic media, so the artwork or 
the products are basically a part of 
the storytelling.”
WORKS OF ART created by prisoners at 
the Stateville Correctional Center 
in Crest Hill, Illinois, are currently 
on display in an exhibition titled 
“The Material that Went to Make 
Me” at the South Side Community 
Art Center, 3831 S. Michigan Ave.
The exhibit includes draw-
ings, writing, animation and au-
dio works made by men who are 
currently incarcerated and were 
enlisted through a program with 
Prisons + Neighborhood Arts Proj-
ect. Though the current program is 
in a large part the creation of Sarah 
Ross, the core organizer of the proj-
ect, similar programs can be traced 
back to the late ‘60s. Margaret Bur-
roughs, SSCAC board member and 
founder of the DuSable Museum of 
African American History, 740 E. 
56th Place, was one of the first to 
provide art and black history cours-
es in Illinois prisons, including the 
Stateville Correctional Center.
Masequa Myers, executive direc-
tor of SSCAC, said Burroughs was 
passionate about bringing art into 
prisons because she was aware of 
the healing power that creative ex-
pression could have for inmates.
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Prison + Neighborhhod Art Project’s “The Material that Went to Make Me” features artwork in multiple media, including drawing, writing, audio pieces and animation. 
IMDb
Chris Pine and Anna Kendrick are two of the actors in the star-studded cast of Walt Disney Studios’ newest film, “Into the Woods,” which will debut this Christmas.
THE CHRONICLE: What was it like 
singing in this movie compared to 
singing you have done in the past?
CHRIS PINE: It was a lot of fun. It 
was totally different than what I 
had done before. The musical the-
atre genre is very specific, and the 
sound that you’re going for is quite 
different from something like the 
country music I did before, but I 
had a lot of fun learning the ins and 
outs of the technique and genre. I 
had a lot of incredibly talented peo-
ple who had worked in this medium 
before. From [Kendrick] to [Streep] 
to Christine [Baranski], so I had 
a lot of good company around me. 
ANNA KENDRICK: This movie 
was a lot harder. I sang pop music 
in “Pitch Perfect,” and in this mov-
ie, we’re singing Sondheim. I was 
petrified and excited. It was an un-
believable challenge to be singing 
Sondheim, but it’s rewarding. It’s a 
dream come true.
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
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BIRTHDAYS LEADING UP to 21 always 
provide something to look forward 
to, but what happens after you have 
been allowed to legally buy alcohol 
for two years and you aren’t “feeling 
22” like Taylor Swift anymore? At a 
certain point, birthdays become a 
reminder of your steadily increas-
ing age and all the responsibilities 
that come with growing up.
Turning 23 feels weird. It is an 
odd age that carries no new expec-
tations or life milestones, and there 
is not a catchy Taylor Swift song to 
accompany the celebration. 
The Centre for Economic 
Performance at the School of 
Economics in London published 
a study in July 2013 stating that 
life satisfaction peaks at age 23 
because of  increased enthusiasm 
when young people plan out their 
future. The study states that people 
in their early 20s romanticize their 
life satisfaction and success.
Even though I don’t have a song 
to drunkenly sing when the clock 
strikes midnight, I’m excited to 
turn 23 and be one step closer 
to achieving major life goals and 
basically becoming the Beyoncé of 
everything I do.
Whether you welcome your 
birthday and new age with open 
arms or not, there are things to look 
forward to every year. 
Eating healthy becomes a pri-
ority. The first couple of years of 
being an adult can inspire a sense 
of freedom, or the mentality of, “I 
am going to eat Panda Express and 
Wingstop every night.” Now seems 
like the perfect time to turn to the 
green side and Panda is starting 
to taste like trash. A healthy diet 
provides more energy to multitask 
your life away. 
Confidence and self-esteem 
are no longer a struggle. The 
criticism received at this point 
is most likely critiques regarding 
your profession or field of study. It 
is all constructive criticism. Also, 
no one is making fun of what you 
are wearing, because who cares? 
This is not the fifth grade lunch 
table. Which brings me to my next 
point.
Style is no longer a pile of 
clothes on the floor. I have had 
my fair share of days wearing 
sweatpants and all things unfash-
ionable, but now I find myself 
wanting to dress to impress every 
day. Trends change every season, 
but how I like to dress doesn’t.  
That college degree. Most 
people are already done with their 
undergrad by age 23, but I feel con-
fident going out into the real world 
with an extra year of college on  
my resume.   
Eyebrows are always on 
point. With years of practice and 
plenty of mistakes, I have finally 
perfected the arch and shade of  
my brows. 
You know what you want. 
With age comes knowledge and 
with knowledge comes great 
things. Not only will you enter your 
favorite clothing  or grocery store 
knowing exactly what you want, 
but now you can walk down life’s 
path and easily determine whether 
something will be great or nones-
sential to you. If something is not 
to your standards, then you do not 
need it. 
HOW DO YOU STUDY FOR FINALS?
“Go way off campus and study with my friend.”
LINDSEY ZINBARG
Freshman cinema art + science major
HOW DO YOU STUDY FOR FINALS? 
“Listen to music and have a magazine for inspiration.”
DAVID STEWART
Senior fashion studies major
HOW DO YOU STUDY FOR FINALS?
“Cry. Shot of whiskey. Go to the library. Listen to music.” 
IREASHIA BENNETT
Senior journalism major
HOW DO YOU STUDY FOR FINALS? 
“Listen to music with no lyrics and relax.” 
STERLING GILMORE
Sophomore photography major
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
Feeling 22 has nothing on turning 23
“As a growing artist, I feel myself 
getting more minimal. And to 
me, minimal is lines turning into 
shapes and so forth. With every 
garment, there are steps in piecing 
it all together. These two aspects 
combined is where I like to build.”
MELISA ALIHODZIC
senior fashion studies major
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt  THE CHRONICLE
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Full service photographic store. Combines helpful and 
knowledgeable salespeople to satisfy your needs.
www. centralcamera.com
5% EXTRA DISCOUNT
for students, teachers and 
faculty on most supplies
Offering and teaching the “gifts” of photography
since 1899- “115 years”
 
M-F: 8:30am-5:30pm  
SAT: 8:30am-5pm
FAILURE IS NOTHING new to comedian 
Chris Gethard.
Gethard’s self-titled weekly va-
riety show has had its fair share of 
ups and downs in its six-year run. 
From having P. Diddy appear on the 
show to getting rejected by Comedy 
Central, “The Chris Gethard Show” 
has never let an obstacle stand in its 
Chris Gethard’s DIY philosophy
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
way, a mentality Gethard learned 
growing up in his hometown of 
West Orange, New Jersey.
“Growing up in New Jersey defi-
nitely put a chip on my shoulder,” 
Gethard said. “You’re right in be-
tween New York and Philadelphia, 
which are two big towns. Growing 
up in this little place that everybody 
overlooks and makes a lot of fun of. 
It teaches you that if you’re a cre-
ative person, you have to go for it.”
Since debuting on public access 
station MNN and streaming live 
online every Wednesday, “TCGS” 
has garnered quite the cult follow-
ing and brought on a slew of celebri-
ty guests such as Zach Galifianakis, 
John Mulaney and UCB founder 
Amy Poehler. At the peak of its 
success last October, Gethard an-
nounced a pilot order from Comedy 
Central for the show. Unfortunate-
ly, the network passed on the series, 
which put things into perspective 
for the comedian.
“That was a real reality check for 
me,” Gethard said. “Comedy Cen-
tral was a good experience, but it 
put all these pressures in my mind 
that it had to become this profes-
sional thing for all of us. It was a 
really good reality check that ev-
eryone was like, ‘We never signed 
up for a paycheck. We signed up to 
have fun.’ That was really healthy 
for me to get in touch with.”
Since receiving the news of his 
failed pilot, Gethard and his friends 
decided to start fresh with “TCGS,” 
naming the new batch of episodes 
“Season 2.” J.D. Amato, director of 
“TCGS,” said after a long discussion 
this past summer, they decided it 
did not make sense to end the show.
“There was just something that 
felt emotionally wrong about not 
meeting up with our closest friends 
every week to put on this weird 
show,” Amato said. “We decided 
that it didn’t make sense to stop 
doing this show because, whether 
or not it’s on TV or [whether we] 
make money, it’s something we all 
love doing.”
In light of his past bumps in the 
road, Gethard said he sees his fail-
ures as just another step along the 
way to success.
“I really believe in the idea that 
if you have an idea, you have to try 
and get it out there,” Gethard said. 
“You’re going to fail. You’re going 
to be bad. You’re not going to come 
out of the gate with your voice fully 
formed. It is going to be a long time 
before you feel that you’ve really got 
your legs under you as a creative 
person. You just have to get the fail-
ure over with.”
Gethard came up with the idea 
for “TCGS” in 2009 after years of 
taking improv classes. The show 
began as a monthly show at the 
Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre 
in New York City. It was not until 
Gethard reached out to rapper P. 
Diddy about possibly participating 
in a show that everything changed.
“I have no idea why he said yes,” 
Gethard said. “He was super cool 
and truly intimidating but in a real-
ly positive way. After that, our show 
really exploded. The New York 
Times wrote about it, and there was 
just no way that we were ever going 
to top it. No matter how much effort 
we put into the show or how hard 
we tried, it wasn’t Diddy, which was 
kind of a discouraging thing.”
Dru Johnston, head writer of 
“TCGS,” said the show’s current 
incarnation is far different from its 
early years as a UCB stage show.
“When we started, we didn’t 
know what the hell we were doing,” 
Johnston said. “We were kind of 
just throwing s--t at the wall hoping 
it would stick. If you go back and 
look at the first episode, it is a com-
plete shadow of what it is now. It 
just took us time to figure out what 
worked and what didn’t work.”
“TCGS” has helped Gethard 
make a name for himself in the 
comedy world, as well as for his fel-
low UCB members. After years of 
struggling as an aspiring comedian 
and actor, the show helped Gethard 
find an outlet for the kind of show 
he wanted to make.
“I wanted to figure out a way 
to spread something that was the 
most bizarre version of my voice,” 
Gethard said. “I was at this point in 
my career where I was like, ‘Well, 
do I keep trying to audition for tra-
ditional things, or do I keep doing 
these shows in the underground 
New York comedy scene?’ It was 
really born out of necessity and 
this gut instinct that I should put 
my voice out there and not move on 
from it just yet.”
Chris Gethard will be performing 
at UP Comedy Club, 230 W. North 
Ave. Jan. 29–31. Tickets are $20. 
“The Chris Gethard Show” airs 
live every Wednesday at 10 p.m. on 
thechrisgethardshow.com.
Courtesy CHRIS GETHARD
Chris Gethard is the host of the do-it-yourself style weekly comedy program “The Chris Gethard Show” on MNN.
shall@chroniclemail.com
According to many students, female majors in pro-
gramming, game art and game development are con-
descended to and patronized by their male peers and 
professors who are often unaware of their discouraging 
behavior. Until recently, female students had few oppor-
tunities to voice their grievances.
Professors in the IAM Department were taken aback 
by the complaints The Chronicle brought to their atten-
tion. Faculty members discussed the issue at length dur-
ing a Nov. 19 meeting, according to Lauren Johnson, IAM 
lecturer and coordinator of the bachelor’s of arts pro-
gram and web development minor. Johnson, a 2004 inter-
active media alumna, said she and other faculty members 
were disturbed by the revelation that women had raised 
issues about the classroom atmosphere.
“This is something that we’ve been discussing through-
out the semester, particularly in light of the Gamergate 
controversy,” Johnson said, referring to the quarrel that 
has blown the entire issue into the headlines. “There is 
the ‘brogrammer’ culture, which is just kind of horrifying 
and sickening, and we work really hard to address that 
within our classrooms.”
The ongoing saga of Gamergate began in August. Indie-
game developer Zoe Quinn’s ex-boyfriend launched a 
smear campaign against her by exposing a relationship 
she had with a male gaming journalist, accusing her of 
dating him to promote her 2013 game “Depression 
Quest.” The journalist contested the accusation, saying 
he had not reviewed the game but merely acknowledged 
that the game existed.
Regardless of this admission, the Internet ran wild. A 
debate exploded on Twitter. Beginning as a discussion of 
journalistic ethics under #gamergate, it quickly devolved 
into a spate of sexist remarks from misogynist hardcore 
gamers, inspiring the ensuing media frenzy. Female gam-
ers and game developers who spoke out were target-
ed, their personal information doxxed—or leaked—
on websites such as 4chan and reddit, accompanied 
by long, graphic comments threatening murder 
and rape. Some outspoken feminist critics 
were forced to flee their homes.
These are extreme views that the majori-
ty of gamers do not hold or agree with. Male 
students within Columbia’s gaming program 
said it reflects poorly on the industry.
“Here, people hate the fact that it’s hap-
pening,” said Szymon Soltys, a junior game 
Amanda Hamrick addressed the panel at the Nov. 12 Columbia College Assembly matter-of-factly. As stu-
dent senator from the Interactive Arts & Media Depart-
ment, she wanted to know what the college was doing 
to prepare female students in gaming for the gender dis-
crimination they are likely to experience in the histori-
cally male-dominated industry.
The panel, which included Vice President of Student 
Success, Mark Kelly, and distinguished faculty from across 
the college, had no answer.
Many other women are in the same boat as Hamrick. 
Despite a growing female consumer base, the game de-
velopment industry staunchly remains a boys’ club.
A 2014 survey by the Entertainment Software As-
sociation found that 48 percent of gamers identify as 
women and 52 percent identify as men. However, be-
hind the scenes, surveys show that only 11 percent of 
game developers and 3 percent of game programmers 
are women. 
Gamasutra Magazine’s 2014 salary survey found that, 
on average, women in the U.S. game industry are paid 
86 cents for every dollar a man earns, which is better 
than the national workplace average of 77 cents but by 
no means fair. The wage gap varies by the different gam-
ing specialties: Women in audio make 68 cents, artists 
make 73 cents and quality assurance analysts— game 
testers—make $1.04 for every dollar a man is paid. 
The atmosphere in the IAM Department is markedly 
better than that of the industry at large, but students say 
it is not a safe haven from 
gender bias.
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design major. “It’s not the game developers that are push-
ing these sexist thoughts. It’s really the people who play 
our games, and that’s a different demographic.”
Becca Hallstedt disagrees. The sophomore game art 
major said merely uttering the word “feminism” in the 
presence of classmates elicits a negative response.
“I do consider myself a feminist, but you can’t bring 
that up to people without them bringing up femina-
zis,” Hallstedt said. “Stuff like the hashtag #killallmen—
it’s turned into something that people do not respond 
to well.”
Another problematic term is ‘sexism.’ It’s no secret 
that female characters in games are hyper-sexualized, 
and Hallstedt said that she hears her male peers mak-
ing inappropriate comments about the characters on a 
regular basis, both in the lounge and in the classroom. 
She considers the behavior offensive, but male students 
often dismiss it.
“When I bring up sexism, I’ve been told not to call it that 
because that’s ‘a strong word,’” Hallstedt said.
The IAM Department has only two full-time female 
professors, and of the 358 enrolled students, only 93 are 
female, according to statistics from the Office of Institu-
tional Effectiveness. In almost any classroom activity or 
outside collaboration, female students are the minority.
Junior Bridget Traverso is one of six female program-
ming students at the college and wants to give her peers 
the support they need. She is in the process of starting Fe-
males Teach Programming, a club for female programmers, 
and aims to hold the Club’s first meeting next semester. 
Traverso said the majority of her male peers are sup-
portive but may be less sensitive to the problem than 
they realize. 
She said she has observed that some of her female 
peers are reluctant to seek help from male professors. In 
her experience, when women ask for help, it is assumed 
that they are grossly ignorant, while male students are 
given a helping hand.
“If a male student was having issues or having a hard 
time, [a male professor] would be like, ‘Come here, let 
me show you what to do here,’” Traverso said. “If it was 
a woman having issues, generally it becomes like, ‘Let. 
Me. Explain. Everything. To you. Very. Slowly. So you can 
understand.’ It’s definitely not the same treatment, I 
would say.”
Traverso’s peers have been more explicit. Early in the 
fall semester, she participated in a 36-hour game jam—
a hyper-speed production of a game in a finite amount 
of time—in conjunction with Columbia’s AlphaLabs, a 
space designed for learning. She had recently switched 
her major to programming and had limited experience 
using Unity, a program frequently employed to produce 
games. To be cooperative, she communicated this to one 
of the lead designers. He responded rudely, continually 
criticizing her work for the duration of the jam. She said 
it was a “horrible” experience.
“Even in that example, I was given the ‘easy’ project 
to do while my male peer, who also had never touched 
Unity and was about as far into his programming degree 
as I was, was given a much more complicated, math-based 
puzzle,” Traverso said.
Dan Hernbrott, a 2014 game audio alumnus, said fe-
Can Columbia keep gaming’s sexism out of the classroom?
STORY BY MATT MCCALL
Arts & Culture
December 1, 2014  •  21
MCCALL@CHRONICLEMAIL.COM
and women can’t do program-
ming, that they’re better versed for 
design fields. That’s just bogus.”
Johnson said the gender imbal-
ance in her classroom has more or less 
evened out. When she sees something 
that could be perceived as sexist —
however minor—she challenges it 
because it is not only an educa-
tional experience for students 
but also a duty of professors, 
she said.
“They don’t come here 
from high school know-
ing what misogyny is,” 
Johnson said. “They don’t 
look internally to realize 
and address that in them-
selves. What I’m going to 
do is empower the faculty 
that I coordinate to be re-
ally aware of the culture 
that they’re creating in the 
classroom and notice those 
minor things, whether that’s 
coming from other students or 
whether they’re doing it them-
selves and don’t even realize it.”
Colin McInerney, a senior game de-
velopment major and design lead with 
Large Team, one of two capstone programs 
in Columbia’s IAM Department, said the largest 
problem is that students and teachers feel uncomfort-
able starting the conversation—when it starts, people “get 
uncomfortable very fast.” 
McInerney said gamers in general, male and female, are 
united by a shared nerdiness, and all the experiences that 
came with it growing up.
“We’ve all received the brunt end of the bully stick and 
just kind of been ostracized to some degree or another,” 
McInerney said. “But it’s not something we have to live 
with every day any more. A lot of us got over being the nerdy 
kid and, at the very least, saw some sort of acceptance in that 
we hang out with other nerds—but that’s not something you 
get just by being a woman. Things don’t get better that fast.”
Many male students would be offended if they knew they 
were considered bullies because bullying was a difficult part 
of their childhood, McInerney said, adding that they’re too 
sure that they’re not part of the problem.
Alumnus Hernbrott said the department could take the 
opportunity to discuss sexism in the required “Game Cul-
ture” class, but he said he could not recall it even being 
mentioned when he attended the college.
Traverso said these cultural attitudes can extend into the 
male students received a lot of unwanted attention in 
that male students did not appreciate them for their 
work ethic or skill but for their “dateability.”
“Guys are only really interested in [these] girls roman-
tically,” Hernbrott said. “It sucks that guys in the depart-
ment have trouble treating women as just friends as op-
posed to thinking of them in other ways.”
Hallstedt said many of her friends in the department 
are judged by the way they dress, both by men and 
women. If a woman doesn’t fit the “gamer girl” or “te-
chie” stereotype—glasses, antisocial, androgynous dress, 
etc.—she may not be taken seriously, Hallstedt said.
“If you dress like a fashion student, you’re treated like 
one,” she said. “It’s so sad to me that if you dress profes-
sionally in our department, people will act like you know 
nothing about video games.”
Programming coordinator Janell Baxter is a lifelong 
programmer who has worked at Columbia since 1998. 
Programming is a relatively new major at the college, and 
Baxter said she has made a concerted effort to reach 
out to the fem-tech community in Chicago hoping to 
hire more female programmers as adjunct faculty. How-
ever, she said there are simply too few women currently 
working in the industry to have a wide base of experi-
enced female professionals who are willing to teach. 
“I’ve gone and spoken at local development groups 
that are primarily women-based in hopes to get more 
interest in what we’re doing at Columbia,” she said.
Baxter said the problem is systemic and attracting 
more females to the industry is the only way to fix it. 
Columbia took the initiative by hosting 3G Summit: The 
Future of Girls, Gaming and Gender in 2010. The confer-
ence featured five female game designers: Mary Flanagan, 
author of “Critical Play: Radical Game Design;” Tracy Ful-
lerton, a game designer who worked on “flOw;” Jennifer 
Jenson, a professor at York University; Susana Ruiz, an 
indie-game designer; and Erin Robinson, also an indie-
game designer . Each led a team of 10 high school-aged 
girls who brainstormed elevator pitches for games they 
wanted to create. Columbia’s Large Team Game Project, 
the capstone for graduating seniors, took on 
one of these pitches to develop the following year. Sev-
eral others have become games as well.
Unfortunately, women in the department still feel the 
need to prove themselves to gain the respect of men in 
and out of the classroom. Johnson said she was often the 
only woman in the room when she began teaching as 
an adjunct in 2006. Her male students viewed her with 
skepticism, she said.
“They questioned my ability to teach because I was a 
woman, and I called that out and challenged it within the 
classroom because I’m a huge supporter of women in 
tech,” Johnson said. “I don’t really understand why this 
precedent has been set in place that women can’t do tech 
classroom. Some women 
are unwilling to raise their 
hands or speak up in class for fear 
of receiving stronger criticism for say-
ing the wrong thing.
“More often than not, the women in a pro-
gramming class are the quiet ones,” Traverso said. 
“People I see outside of class with really vibrant person-
alities are really reserved, and while that’s not necessarily 
a bad thing, the same vibrant people who are men are 
still vibrant in class. You have to have your chops—you 
have to earn it.”
Baxter officially supports Traverso’s effort to launch Fe-
males Teach Programming and said she plans to address 
the environmental issues in the department immediately.
Johnson said that it is impossible to fix the larger cul-
tural problem outside of Columbia, but it is important to 
foster an egalitarian learning environment in school.
“We aren’t going to single-handedly change the culture 
of gaming and programming, but in our department we 
work to address those issues,” she said. “I see college 
as a place where, as educators, it’s up to us to call out 
the behavior and explain why it’s not acceptable behavior 
and then learn it.”
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WITH A 20-MINUTE waiting line out 
the doors, Shake Shack, the New 
York City-based hamburger chain, 
finally opened its doors in Chicago 
on Nov. 4.
If the dozens of eager customers 
wrapping around the freezing city 
streets is any indication, the new 
River North location at 66 E. Ohio 
St. is sure to sell delicious ham-
burgers galore.
Officially founded 10 years ago 
by New York restaurateur Danny 
Meyer in Manhattan’s Madison 
Square Park, the burger chain has 
quickly grown from its humble be-
ginnings as a hot dog street vendor. 
With its growth in popularity, the 
burger hotspot has not only ex-
panded across the country, but now 
has locations internationally and 
even received a shout out in a 2013 
“Saturday Night Live” sketch.
Chicago—a city known for its 
abundance of meaty foods and an 
even larger appetite—is the perfect 
landing spot for the newest Shake 
Shack location. But why would the 
Windy City need yet another burg-
er chain when it is already home to 
Portillo’s Hot Dogs and The Billy 
Goat Tavern? Shake Shack stands 
apart from the competition by of-
fering a high-quality take on low-
brow food, something evident from 
the restaurant’s quaint dining room 
to its juicy hamburgers.
The new Shake Shack location, 
which took the place of a Har-
ley-Davidson store, adheres to the 
franchise’s classic menu with a 
few local favorites thrown into the 
mix. The restaurant is known for its 
milk shakes, but its frozen custard 
“concrete” dessert items, with lo-
cal ingredients from favorites Bang 
Bang Pie & Biscuits, 2051 N. Cali-
fornia Ave., and Glazed & Infused, 
30 E. Hubbard St., give the signa-
ture beverage a run for its money. 
Shake Shack’s Salted Carame‘L’ 
($4.30 for a single) references Chi-
cago’s famous rail system, blending 
together vanilla custard, banana 
slices and a Glazed & Infused old- 
fashioned salted caramel doughnut 
that is perfect for any dessert, even 
in sub-zero temperatures.
While the restaurant’s desserts 
are a major selling point, Shake 
Shack’s succulent hamburgers are 
the real stars. Made with 100 per-
cent all-natural Angus beef, wheth-
er it is the ShackBurger ($4.95), 
a classic hamburger with all the 
usual fixings, or the SmokeShack 
($6.45), a cheeseburger topped with 
all-natural applewood smoked ba-
con, chopped cherry pepper and the 
chain’s signature Shack Sauce—a 
blend of mayo, ketchup, mustard 
as well as several other spices—the 
restaurant is sure to hold its own in 
the fierce Chicago burger sphere. 
Shake Shack’s beer and wine 
bar sets it apart from other chains 
as well. Not everyday can you get a 
glass of red wine for $8.50 at a burg-
er joint. Shake Shack has some-
thing for everyone in the family—
dogs included. The “Woof ” section 
of the menu offers “treats for those 
with four feet.” Even the dog treats 
sound delicious, like the Pooch-ini 
($3.85), including ShackBurger-fla-
vored dog biscuits, peanut butter 
sauce and vanilla custard.
In addition to its hamburgers 
and Yukon potato Crinkle Cut Fries 
($2.90), Shake Shack also throws 
its hat into Chicago’s food ring with 
its appetizing Flat-Top Dogs. Each 
hot dog is made with 100 percent 
all-natural beef, split and griddled 
to a crisp with no added hormones 
or antibiotics. The pun-inspired 
Shack-cago Dog, ($4.00) includes 
a crispy hot dog, “dragged through 
the garden” with Rick’s Picks Shack 
relish, onion, cucumber, pickle, to-
mato, sport pepper, celery salt and 
mustard, which could rival any hot 
dog in the city.
While the food is delicious, the 
long wait for a simple hamburger 
meal might be too much for some. 
The close-quartered lines and 
cramped waiting area are a bit of a 
hassle, but Shake Shack’s large din-
ing area, with all wooden booths, is 
a comfortable dining haven.
From its buttery buns to its 
creamy custards, Shake Shack is 
sure to please the hearty appetites 
of any Chicago burger fan. The 
restaurant’s high-quality twist on 
simple food staples makes Shake 
Shack a must-have for any Chicago 
burger aficionado.
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1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605
312.583.9940
8am - 8pm - Breakfast Lunch Dinner 
Gelato · Espresso · Desserts · Soup · Salads · Sandwiches · Burgers · Wraps
412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605
Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits  · Espresso
312.939.7855
Sun.–Tues.  7:30 – 9 p.m. / Wed-Sat.  7:30 –11 p.m.
WE DELIVER!
Shake Shack well worth wait
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
shall@chroniclemail.com
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Shake Shack, 66 E. Ohio St., includes a wide variety of menu items, including the chocolate-packed Shack Attack and the Salted Carame‘L’ “concrete” custard desserts.
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
The SmokeShack has natural applewood smoked bacon and chopped cherry pepper topped with Shack Sauce.
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Schedule a 
tour today
312-496-6200
Now leasing for Spring 2015 
2015 312-496-6200
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IT IS SOMETIMES hard to distinguish 
an actor from the roles he or she 
plays. Casting Steve Carell, best 
known for his comedic roles in film 
and as the beloved Michael Scott 
in “The Office,” may seem like an 
unusual choice for “Foxcatcher,” a 
twisted drama based on the events 
leading up to the 1996 murder of 
Olympic gold winner Dave Schul-
tz. Mark Ruffalo and Channing 
Tatum, not known for dramatic 
roles, seem like bizarre selections 
as well, but all three stars deliver 
staggering performances that make 
“Foxcatcher” a deeply cerebral and 
disturbing film.  
The film opens in the late 1980s. 
Mark Schultz (Tatum), an Olympic 
freestyle wrestler who won gold in 
1984, is training with his brother 
Dave (Ruffalo) for the 1988 Olym-
pic Games. Mark receives a call 
from John du Pont (Carell), a mem-
ber of one of the wealthiest fami-
lies in the U.S., who wants to meet 
him. It is du Pont’s goal to coach a 
wrestling team and take them to 
the Olympics, and he wants Mark 
to lead them. Mark and du Pont be-
come close friends, but when Dave 
arrives at the compound to further 
the team’s abilities, tensions run 
high as his presence threatens du 
Pont’s and Mark’s relationship.
Although du Pont is more of a 
supporting character, Carell’s per-
formance towers above the others. 
He has crafted the reclusive du Pont 
into a soft-spoken and enigmatic 
figure who rarely leaves his vast es-
tate unless it has something to do 
with the team. As intense as he is, 
his reasons for sponsoring the team 
are never fully explained. His back-
ground in the sport is unclear, and 
he is less of a coach than Dave is to 
the rest of the team. This introduc-
es conflict between the three main 
characters as du Pont demands the 
sort of respect that Dave has at-
tained by his peers without doing 
anything to earn it. It is not just his 
appearance that is deeply disturb-
ing, but the inability to understand 
him on a human level makes him all 
the more frightening.  
Another transformative perfor-
mance comes from Ruffalo, who 
encapsulates the late Dave Schultz 
in nearly every way. Ruffalo wres-
tled in high school and uses his past 
experiences to great effect. All his 
movements are identical to that of 
the real Dave, down to his lumber-
ing walk and hunched shoulders. 
His struggle lies in helping Mark 
overcome du Pont’s overbearing na-
ture as a coach, but simultaneously 
must make du Pont feel appreciat-
ed so that he can stay at the Fox-
catcher Center and train the other 
wrestlers. Dave is trapped between 
the two colliding forces, and Ruffa-
lo works well with Tatum’s child-
ish Mark and Carell’s overbearing 
du Pont.  
Tatum is known for his phys-
ically demanding roles, such as 
his characters in “Magic Mike” or 
“21 Jump Street.” In “Foxcatcher,” 
he delivers a strong and multi-di-
mensional performance unlike 
anything he has done before. Mark 
may not be the sharpest knife in 
the drawer, but he means well and 
wants to be great nonetheless. He 
is quiet and his physicality mimics 
that of a gorilla. Mark pushes him-
self to great lengths, going so far as 
to physically beat himself up and 
ram his head into a mirror after los-
ing an important match. 
Unlike most filmmakers, director 
Bennett Miller does not restrict his 
actors with the camera. The shots 
are basic and allow for actors to 
move freely within the space in-
stead of heavily relying on the visu-
als. Cinematographer Greig Fraser, 
known for his work on “Zero Dark 
Thirty,” uses simple yet elegant 
framing. Even the wrestling match-
es are not as invasive as they could 
have been, limiting shaky camera 
movements in favor of largely static 
shots that capture the action.  
It is a rare thing to watch a char-
acter-driven film about sports, but 
“Foxcatcher” is easily one of the 
finest recent sports dramas. Each 
actor holds his own, producing the 
escalating tension required to em-
phasize the ominous power strug-
gle in the plot. The lines between 
characters and actors blur, and by 
the end of the film, it is uncertain 
whether it is the actors breathing 
life into the roles or the roles pos-
sessing the actors.
‘Foxcatcher’ proves transformative for Carell, Tatum
JOSH WEITZEL
Film Critic
jweitzel@chroniclemail.com
IMDb
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GRIZFOLK, A FIVE-PIECE alternative 
band, was founded by Swedish 
producers—keyboardist Sebastian 
Fritze and guitarist Fredrik Eriks-
son—and Florida-native songwrit-
er and lead vocalist Adam Roth. Af-
ter moving to Los Angeles, the three 
musicians united to start the band 
and soon found the last two pieces 
of the puzzle: drummer Bill Delia 
and bassist Brendan Willing James.
The band released its digital 
EP Indian Summer in 2013 and 
introduced its popular song “Vag-
abonds,” to the radio in Los An-
geles. Soon after Indian Summer 
dropped, the band signed with 
Virgin Records and released “The 
Struggle,” its first single. Grizfolk 
went on to support English rock 
band Bastille as the opening act 
for its “Bad Blood: The Last Stand” 
tour in October. The tour gave Griz-
folk a chance to perform songs from 
its From The Spark EP that dropped 
in March and showcase the band’s 
blended arrangement of pop, folk 
and rock.
The Chronicle spoke with Griz-
folk about the band’s catchy pop-
folk sound, recording its From The 
Spark EP and what it was like tour-
ing with Bastille.
THE CHRONICLE: How did the band 
initially come together?
ADAM ROTH: We all met in Los 
Angeles while we were working on 
different projects. I was in a band 
with [Delia] and [Willing James] 
before, and at the same time I was 
working with the Swedes [Fritze 
and Eriksson] on writing songs. 
Then, we started writing a couple 
songs and that turned into a band. I 
just working on laptops. When we 
got back to LA, we recorded the in-
struments and blended it together.
How was the initial response to From 
The Spark?
AR: It opened up a lot of doors for 
us. It led to being on the road with 
Bastille. A lot of really good oppor-
tunities and film, TV—stuff like 
that. It’s just a good starting point 
to introduce us to the world.
How would you describe your band’s 
distinct sound?
SF: A blend of… what is it we call it? 
Electronic meets Americana. We 
come from different musical back-
grounds, so it’s hard to put a name 
to it. [Eriksson] comes from a rock 
and electronic [background] and 
I’m from a hip-hop background. It’s 
Americana. It’s a blend of a lot of 
genres, so I guess we would call it—
AR: North meets South.
SF: Sweet South?
AR: No, I said North meets South. 
But I kind of like sweet South.
What was it like touring with Bastille 
this fall?
BILL DELIA: It [was] great. We 
played some amazing rooms. In 
New York, we played Radio City 
Music Hall for two nights. Montreal 
was the best show we’ve played as a 
band, and it was the first time we’ve 
been to Canada.
What is next for Grizfolk?
AR: We’re finishing the full-length 
album right now. Then we will 
probably just be on the road again.
pulled [Delia] and [Willing James] 
in and here we are.
How did you come up with the 
name Grizfolk?
SEBASTIAN FRITZE: It was a nick-
name we had for [Roth]. We called 
him Griz Adams. When we realized 
this was turning into a band, we 
changed it up and called ourselves 
Grizfolk to encompass the com-
munity of people around us and the 
people that have helped us along 
the way.
Where do you get inspiration?
AR: Traveling and life experiences. 
We’ve been touring a lot lately, so I 
feel like a lot of the tour life experi-
ences come through in our music.
What was the writing and recording 
process like for From The Spark?
AR: We were on the road a lot during 
[the time we were writing and re-
cording]. A lot of it was written in 
the van and hotel rooms. We were 
Grizfolk discusses recording process, touring with Bastille 
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
Courtesy VIRGIN RECORDS
Grizfolk made a lasting impression on music fans after touring with Bastille and the release of its From The Spark EP, which came out March 2014 through Virgin Records.
“Baby-makin’ tunes”
LET’S GET IT ON Marvin Gaye – 1973 
BETWEEN THE SHEETS The Isley Brothers  – 1983
UNTITLED (HOW DOES IT FEEL) D’Angelo – 2000
SARA SMILE Hall & Oates – 1975
YOU SEXY THING Hot Chocolate – 1975
SEXX LAWS Beck – 1999
PINK CIGARETTE Mr. Bungle – 1999
GOD & MONSTERS Lana Del Rey – 2012 
SISTER She Wants Revenge – 2005
THE MIGHTY FALL Fall Out Boy – 2013
KNOCKIN’ DA BOOTS H-Town – 1993
ANY TIME, ANY PLACE  Janet Jackson – 1993
FREAK ME Silk – 1992
FREEK’N YOU Jodeci – 1995
SO ANXIOUS Ginuwine – 1999
RELAX WITH ME PARTYNEXTDOOR – 2013 
HOW MANY TIMES Tinashe – 2014
BEAUTIFUL K. Roosevelt – 2013
DNF P. Reign – 2014
COLD WATER Johnny Rain – 2013
USE ME Miguel – 2012
THIRSTY PARTYNEXTDOOR – 2014
I’M IN IT Kanye West – 2013
SHUT IT DOWN Drake - 2010
SPACESHIP COUPE Justin Timberlake – 2013
FUNKY TOWN Lipps Inc. – 1979
STAR WARS THEME John Williams – 1977
BOOGIE IN YOUR BUTT Eddie Murphy – 1982 
ISENGARD UNLEASHED Lord Of The Rings: The Two 
Towers Soundtrack – 2002
SANDSTORM Darude – 2002
Spencer Hall, Assistant Arts & Culture Editor 
Andrea Cannon, Senior Graphic Designer
Jessica Scott, Assistant Metro Editor
Natalie Craig, Managing Editor
Katherine Davis, Campus Editor Lou Foglia, Photo Editor
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BEYONCÉ DROPPED HER surprise visual 
album just before midnight on Dec. 
12, 2013, an act that caught fans and 
the industry as a whole off-guard.  
The self-titled album was her 
fifth full-length album, and it came 
without any type of warning. By 
the time the album dropped, most 
fans had either forgotten about her 
promised release or given up hope 
that it would arrive any time soon 
after being strung along with false 
promises of potential release dates 
from Beyoncé for months. 
But the album was an instant 
success. The songs—all accompa-
nied by a video to fulfill the visual 
component of the album—were 
flawless, and the lack of marketing 
exhibited a confidence on Bey’s part 
that boosted the album’s appeal and 
challenged other artists. 
After so many decades of art-
ists and their producers obsessing 
about the correct methods of pro-
moting their albums, having such 
an adored and successful singer be 
so audacious as to drop an album 
without any warning was a shock 
that understandably made other 
artists uncomfortable and insecure. 
Beyoncé could get away with such a 
daring career move, but not every 
artist could.
Just shy of a year later, Beyoncé 
released an expanded “Platinum 
Edition” of the original album on 
Nov. 24. The re-release offers a box 
set with the original album along 
with four remixes and two new 
songs, as well as a DVD of her per-
forming live and a 2015 Beyoncé 
calendar—for about $28. 
As one of the music industry’s 
most celebrated figures, Beyoncé 
will likely be able to re-sell the album 
with success. The original surprise 
album sold $1.3 million copies in its 
first three weeks alone, according to 
a Nov. 23 New York Times report, 
and fans have remained thirsty for 
more despite a year having passed. 
But although Beyoncé may be able 
to capitalize on the re-release, she is 
suddenly sending the opposite of the 
message she originally intended.
Beyoncé was supposed to be so 
“about the music” that the singer 
just did not care about promoting 
the album, claiming she simply 
wanted fans to appreciate the album 
for the art of it. But the re-release is 
a very commercial—and some might 
say selfish—change of pace. 
One deviation from Beyoncé’s 
mentality this time last year can be 
seen with her promoting her sin-
gle “7/11,” despite having criticized 
other artists for pushing quickly 
produced singles to promote an 
album in her HBO documentary, 
“Beyoncé: Life Is But a Dream.” 
According to Forbes’ listing, as 
of June 2014, Beyoncé brought in 
$115 million this year, making about 
$2.4 million per city and playing 95 
shows total. 
One would think that after the 
musician more than doubled her 
earnings of the previous year, a 
re-release would seem petty, but it’s 
hard to ignore the ultra-convenient 
timing of the “Platinum Edition,” 
which came out just in time for 
Beyoncé to capitalize on Black 
Friday sales. 
As a member of a nation that 
is widely in love with Beyoncé, I 
feel it’s rather unnatural to even 
try to criticize her. She can still be 
deemed “flawless,” but the reality is 
that she is not only an artist but also 
a businesswoman. 
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
Beyoncé’s questionable 
re-release far from flawless 
NICK THOMAS
Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
6:30 p.m.
$15-25
Wednesday, Dec. 3
MANCHESTER ORCHESTRA
Irish American Heritage Center
4626 N. Knox Ave.
8 p.m.
$48.88
Wednesday, Dec. 3
ST. VINCENT
Chicago Theatre
175 N. State St.
7:30 p.m.
$54.34
Tuesday, Dec. 2
MIKE GOLDEN & 
FRIENDS
Schubas
3159 N. Southport Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$10, 18+
Monday, Dec. 1
RISE AGAINST
House of Blues
329 N. Dearborn St.
7 p.m.
$42.35
Monday, Dec. 1
MATTHEW SANTOS
Schubas
3159 N. Southport Ave.
9 p.m.
$12, 21+
Thursday, Dec. 4
B96 JINGLE BASH
Allstate Arena
6920 N. Mannheim Road
5:30 p.m.
$93-521
Saturday, Dec. 6
DILLON FRANCIS
Aragon Entertainment Center
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
8 p.m.
$35
Friday, Dec. 5
STORY OF THE YEAR
Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
7 p.m.
$20, 17+
Thursday, Dec. 4
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What does the movie offer to adults and chil-
dren?
AK: Thematically, the whole piece is about 
parents and children—the disappointments 
of parents, the failings of parents—and it is 
based on stories that parents have told their 
children for generations. There’s the element 
where it’s pure fantasy and it’s exciting for 
kids, then there’s an element that’s centered 
toward parents, which is [that] we have to 
be careful what we tell our children because 
children really take lessons to heart. It’s sort 
of about understanding that they are lis-
tening to us and understanding us, even if it 
doesn’t feel that way, and it’s our responsi-
bility to prepare them for the realities of the 
world, which is really what the second half of 
the movie is about.
With such a celebrated cast, what was the vibe 
like on set and what was the advantage of work-
ing with such a talented group of actors?
CP: [Marshall] really set the tone in the be-
ginning. He’s a director that comes from the 
theater world, so he recognized the impor-
tance and real luxury of having a month of 
rehearsal before [we started filming]. Even 
though all of us didn’t get the chance to work 
with everyone, we did get a chance in that 
month to see everyone and see what every-
one was doing. That really helped infuse the 
project with a sense of community in that we 
were all on the same page. I think you’ll hope-
fully feel that great feeling [of community] in 
the film.
Cinderella and her Prince have been portrayed 
by countless performers on stage and on cam-
era. How are each of you making these roles 
your own?
CP: Everyone in this film goes through these 
wonderfully complex journeys and they expe-
rience joy, heartache, sorrow and grief, then 
my Prince is way more two-dimensional than 
that and wonderfully self-absorbed. I had a 
lot of fun trying to bring some levity to the 
picture, too. There’s a bit of a buffoon in the 
Prince, and he realizes that Cinderella gives 
him the chance to really feel and connect with 
her. I think he does [connect with her] for a 
brief second, but then he runs off and lives 
this storybook life that he’s so accustomed 
to. I had a lot of fun making the prince kind 
of buffoonish.
AK: I had a lot of fun watching [Pine] be a buf-
foon. I think the great thing was that [Marshall] 
really embraced a modern sensibility for all 
the characters. Since these stories kind of be-
long to the ages, it makes sense that we update 
them every generation. One thing [Marshall] 
had me do was be an over-thinking, over-log-
ical, neurotic princess. I think modern women 
have a tendency to overthink everything. They 
don’t trust their gut and they tend to look at 
everything from every angle. [Cinderella] is 
doing that the entire piece until something she 
really has to reckon with happens. When the 
community is in crisis, suddenly it’s very clear 
for her what’s important. When the Prince 
comes for her and tells her to come back to the 
castle, she’s very centered and calm, more so 
than she is any other moment in the piece. She 
says to the Prince, “Do you understand me? Do 
we understand each other? Do we even live 
in the same emotional world?” When the an-
swer is ‘No,’ it’s very easy for her to say, “Even 
though you represent security and a better life, 
I choose the unknown.” I would also like to 
point out, I really appreciate [Pine’s] use of the 
word “picture” just now.
CP: Right? I’m trying to bring it back. “Pic-
ture” sounds much more elegant.
with the outside world.
“It’s not only about bringing teachers into 
the prison to work with the men inside,” 
Palmer said. “It’s also bringing the people 
outside into a relationship with the people 
who are inside and incarcerated with their 
humanity, with their being, their life.” 
Myers said the range of the artistic proj-
ects—from writing to animations—sends an 
important message to those who may have an 
unfair opinion of people who are or have been 
imprisoned.
“It really makes one appreciate and under-
stand that it doesn’t matter where you are or 
who you are,” Myers said. “It matters what you 
do with your time. Is it constructive? Does it 
have a purpose? Can you still benefit yourself 
and those that you come in contact with if you 
really make good use of your time?”
 x PRISONERS
Continued from PG.17
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com
A. Laurie Palmer, a volunteer with 
P+NAP and a professor of sculpture at 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
who has given lectures to prisoners at the 
Stateville Correctional Center, said there 
could be some therapeutic value to the 
prisoners creating art, but that was never 
the mission of P+NAP. 
“I do agree that there [are] many levels 
of our being involved with making art and 
writing that can be integrative,” Palmer 
said. “But I think there’s another way of 
thinking about it that is less about a ther-
apeutic model than it is a relation to a col-
lectivity, where you as an individual get to 
participate in something bigger than you.”
Palmer said the program is about giving 
prisoners a chance to share their humanity 
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
The late Margaret Burroughs, co-founder and museum curator, started teaching art and black history in prisons in the 1960s.
 x WOODS
Continued from PG. 17
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
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Eating: My beloved ranch dressing extends far beyond its 
mere salad origins. Catch me putting ranch on my mac ‘n’ 
cheese, hot wing-flavored potato chips, turkey sandwiches 
and pizza slices—the whole slice, not just the crust. 
Representing my Midwestern roots: There is more 
than just ranch inside every Hidden Valley bottle I buy—
they are home to me. My acquired ranch taste started 
back in good ol’ Omaha, Nebraska. Lucky for me, Chicago’s 
Midwestern nature accepts my affection with open arms 
and has always answered “Yes” when I pop the ranch 
question at restaurants.
Annoy the haters: As Kanye has said, “There’ll always 
be haters, that’s the way it is.” My non-landlocked friends 
have given me countless looks when they catch me slippin’ 
with the bae—aka ranch. “That is absolutely disgusting,” 
they tell me, sticking their prissy noses in the air. They can-
not stop me from living what I love and creating change in 
the world, one ranch-convert at a time. 
Emotional support: After long days of all the change 
I have been creating, I come home to my ranch waiting 
eagerly for me. Except for the dark days that follow an 
empty bottle of ranch being tossed in the recycling bin…
we do not speak of those days. 
Adds flavor to my life: Simply put, this reason sums 
up everything in my ranch-filled heart. Ranch dressing is 
a creamy companion unlike any other, and if you are not 
sprinting to the nearest 7-Eleven right now to get your own 
bottle of Hidden Valley, I question your life choices. Ranch 
is love, ranch is life. 
Socks: There is a solid reason why your Grandma always 
buys everyone socks for Christmas. They are the most prac-
tical, useful things any college student could ask for, es-
pecially in Chicago. Last Christmas, I got 17 pairs of socks 
from various family members, and there is nothing I have 
used or appreciated more.
New pillowcases: Think about it—people use their pillow-
cases every day, getting their hair oil all over them and slob-
bering on them. But they do not go out and buy themselves 
new pillowcases on a whim; sometimes, they use the same 
ones for years. Giving new ones is a sign of true caring. 
An umbrella: One of the most overlooked but necessary 
inventions, every Chicagoan should have a worthy umbrella. 
But who wants to allot $50 of a paycheck to get a good one 
with vents that resists the wind and has enough coverage 
to prevent spillover? Lucky for them, they have good friends 
who are on the hunt for Christmas presents.
Spare phone charger: Has no one else gotten to work 
and realized that their iPhone has 30 percent battery and 
they have to shoot an hour’s worth of video and live-tweet 
an event? This is where a spare charging cord for work 
comes in handy. Bonus points for including a wall adapter.
A magazine subscription: A year-long magazine sub-
scription is the gift that literally keeps giving. They are 
chock-full of knowledge and top-notch photography, and 
there are literally thousands to choose from. Is the person 
more of the button-up New Yorker style? Maybe he or she 
is into the punk scene in Nylon? Then again, maybe the tra-
ditional gloss of National Geographic is the better choice.
On the floor: I still live at home, where the floors are 
carpeted. For whatever reason, I find it easier to fall asleep 
on the floor than on my bed. In fact, there were many nights 
in high school when I would get my pillow and a White Sox 
blanket and sleep on my floor. I still do it sometimes. The 
floor is comfy.
On the toilet: I have woken up to the sound of my phone 
hitting the bathroom floor because I fell asleep and it 
slipped out of my hands as I was scrolling through my Face-
book or Twitter feed. To be honest, I’ve fallen asleep on the 
toilet even without reading material.
At my desk:  There have been long Thursdays and Fridays 
at The Chronicle when I would be editing diligently at my 
desk only to realize that I have read the same sentence 
three times because I fell asleep and lost my place. I would 
wake up, look around and get back to work before anyone 
caught me.
In the shower: The only reason I woke up is because my 
back was to the water, my head tilted downward and water 
flowed into my nose and mouth. Waking up feeling like you 
are drowning is scary as s--t. The sad part is that this has 
actually happened more than once.
On the highway: So far, the only thing scarier than wak-
ing up, choking, butt-naked in the shower, is waking up on 
the highway. You get the life scared back into you when you 
are going 55 mph or more and realize that your eyes were 
closed and that you were halfway through the left shoulder. 
It gets scarier the more it happens, and I find that fear is 
the easiest way to stay awake.
REASONS WHY RANCH DRESSING MEANS 
SO MUCH TO ME
UNROMANTIC GIFTS TO SHOW SOMEONE 
YOU REALLY LOVE THEMPLACES I HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP
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Grand marshals Mickey Mouse and Minnie Mouse lead the Tree-Lighting Parade down North Michigan Avenue, which featured more than 30 floats, followed by balloons, marching bands and a fireworks show at the Chicago River on Nov. 22 during Chicago’s annual Lights Festival. 
The animated video, which is a little 
more than a minute long, tells of the 
successes and shortcomings of height-challenged 
people, ranging from difficulty finding clothes and 
not being able to reach cabinets to always having 
leg room in a small car and being blocked by fans 
at concerts. At the very least, the short will give 
tall people a chuckle. It may also make tall peo-
ple want to apologize for using short people as an 
arm rest.
Check it out at youtube.com/buzzfeedyellow
For financial advice by a millennial for 
millennials, head to the Broke Millen-
nial blog. Erin Lowry, a 25-year-old journalism grad-
uate of Saint Bonaventure University, outlines fiscals 
failures she has made along with off-the-cuff tips on 
how to remain money smart. With a snarky sense 
of humor and hilarious GIFs to illustrate financial 
frustrations, Broke Millennial offers helpful pointers 
that assist frugal 20-somethings in making dollars 
make sense.  
Check it out at brokemillenial.com
BLOG: Broke Millennial 
VIDEO: 11 Facts for People  
Under 5’3’’
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“Mayor Budgets Heavy on Fees” Album Re-releasesMale grooming
“Obama’s presidential library belongs on 
the South Side”
Ixora by Copeland Deerhoof’s La Isla BonitaPom Pom by Ariel PinkBurnt Offering by The Budos Band
Exoplanet SnapcashStitcherCamDictionary
“Marry Me” Season 1 “Faking It” Season 2“7/11” by Beyoncé“Parenthood” Season 6
The Nov. 19 front page article by The Chicago 
Tribune written by Hal Dardick aggravated me. 
The mayor touted how he did not raise city 
property taxes, but he raised homeowners’ 
fees. Kudos to the Tribune for this illuminating 
story on Rahm’s sneaky ways. — M. Castellucci
Though I love getting new content from my fa-
vorite artists, it is a little odd to see a handful 
of new songs coupled with old, regurgitated 
content. Plus, I am a greedy listener. I want the 
best songs up front and tease the new singles 
for your next record. — T. Walk-Morris
Nobody wants a hair in their mouth. That’s just 
gross. Fellas, it is our responsibility to keep it 
clean above and below the belt. You do not 
have to be bald down there, but it looks a lot 
better when it is nice and neat. So clean your-
self up … and brush your teeth. — A. Haleem
The  Nov. 19 piece by historian Timuel Black, 
“History demands that Obama library rise on 
the South Side,” was great not only because he 
wrote it, but because he makes good points. The 
Obama library only makes sense on the South 
Side. Other cities, back off. — M. Castellucci
Ixora, Copeland’s first album in six years, delivers 
the band’s usual soothing tone and signature 
beauty courtesy of vocalist Aaron Marsh. Out 
Nov. 24, the indie-pop album offers thoughtful 
lyrics and serves as great background music for 
doing homework. — K. Senese 
I heard Deerhoof’s “Breakup Songs” over the 
summer, and I enjoyed it right off the bat. The 
same goes for La Isla Bonita. It’s much more 
groove-oriented than its 2012 predecessor 
and slightly less twitchy. It’s possibly their most 
consistent album yet. — E. Stocking-Anderson
This 17-track album may be the most uncom-
fortable-to-listen-to record I have heard in my 
entire life. Pom Pom gets a nod for Ariel Pink’s 
daunting creativity with synth-based tracks 
that are cheerful and ominous, but it is too 
disjointed and scary. — K. Senese
Breaking the band’s streak of self-titled albums, 
this album breaks the mold as it incorporates a 
new element into “Afro-Soul”: ’70s heavy met-
al. The addition of distorted guitar is a defining 
feature, reminiscent of early Led Zeppelin or 
Black Sabbath. — E. Stocking-Anderson
This mind-blowing app provides an updated 3D 
map of all known exoplanets updated in real 
time. Developed by a professional astronomer, 
this free program gives a 360-degree view of 
all the planets. Our species might make a new 
home on one after the big one hits. — M. Green
Snapcash, a new feature in the Snapchat 
app, lets users send quick payments to their 
friends. Given the stories about Snapchat’s 
databases being hacked, I am reluctant to 
trust the services with transactions. Besides, 
Venmo’s app already does it well. — J. Wittich
This aggregator almost seamlessly organizes 
your favorite podcasts. Though not ad-free, 
Stitcher lets listeners organize and stream 
shows without downloading. Though the back-
log only stores some episodes, Stitcher is a 
solid way to get your free radio fix. — M. Green
Have you ever read a book in another language 
and wanted to know what it means? Now you 
can. CamDictionary translates 16 languages by 
placing your camera over the text. It allows text-
to-speech translating, so you can study Chinese, 
German and Russian to name a few. — E. Diaz 
A poorly contrived love story, “Marry Me” is not 
even halfway through its freshman run, and it is 
evident the writers are losing steam. Though the 
humor is campy like beloved lead Casey Wil-
son’s last show “Happy Endings,” “Marry Me” is 
worthy of the same fate: cancellation. — T. Eagle
If viewers can stomach how ridiculous the show 
has become, they still won’t be able to handle 
the subpar stories, offensive premise and atro-
cious acting that is often the earmark of MTV’s 
scripted television. One can find better enter-
tainment in watching paint dry. — T. Eagle
Like her other performances, Queen Bee still 
brings cool dance moves, but this video is much 
more down-to-earth and reminds me of hotel 
parties I had with my friends. Kudos to Beyon-
cé for not letting her success—or falling on her 
butt—stop her from having fun. — T. Walk-Morris
Approaching its 2015 curtain call, “Parenthood” 
remains true to the stories and characters that 
make it a stand-out drama. Heartbreaking, in-
spiring and relatable, the final episodes detail-
ing the Braverman family are the actors’ and 
showrunners’ best work to date. — T. Eagle 
No– just... no. It’s whatever. YAAASS!Uhmmm, WTF? I can dig it.
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College officials should consider making salary 
cuts to compensate for minimum wage hikes.
THE ISSUE OF increasing the 
minimum wage has sparked 
nationwide debate. As more states 
pass referendums to raise the 
minimum wage, some universities 
struggle to compensate for the 
necessary increases.   
This issue is prevalent for 
some Michigan colleges after a 
referendum was passed in May 
mandating that the minimum wage 
increase slightly each year until 
2018, when it reaches $9.25 an 
hour, according to a May 27 press 
release from Michigan Gov. Rick 
Snyder’s office. As a result, some 
university officials have said there 
may be a decline in on-campus 
employment opportunities for  
its students. 
For example, the executive vice 
president of Administration and 
Business Affairs at Saginaw Valley 
State University in southeastern 
Michigan voiced concerns that 
there would be fewer on-campus 
jobs because the wage increase 
will cost the college $760,000 
annually and the institution 
continues to suffer from declining 
enrollment, according to a June 30 
article by the college’s student-run 
publication, The Valley Vanguard. 
 It is not right for universities in 
states with increasing minimum 
wages to reduce on-campus 
employment opportunities for 
students because the colleges 
claim they cannot afford the added 
financial burden. 
Taking into account the 
crippling cost of college tuition, 
there is no excuse for colleges 
to cut costs from student 
employment first. Most college 
students rely on part-time jobs 
as a source of income. According 
to the 2011 U.S. Census Bureau, 
52 percent of the nation’s 19.7 
million undergraduate students 
were employed part-time and 20 
percent were employed full-time. 
Instead of cheating students out of 
much-needed jobs, colleges should 
consider decreasing the pay of top 
university officials. According to a 
2013 analysis by The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, the presidents 
of 42 different private colleges 
made more than $1 million in one 
year. The highest earning president 
was Robert Zimmer at the 
University of Chicago, with $3.35 
million in total compensation  
for 2011.  
College presidents should 
consider voluntarily taking a pay 
cut. Interim President of Kentucky 
State University Raymond Burse 
famously did just this in August 
after he gave up $90,000 of his 
$349,869 yearly salary to increase 
24 university employees’ wages 
to $10.25 an hour, a $3 increase, 
according to an Aug. 1 Herald–
Leader report. 
Other highly paid university 
officials should follow Burse’s lead 
and use the added funds to offer 
tuition cuts, especially considering 
the financial difficulty some 
institutions may face with legally 
mandated wage increases. 
It has also been widely 
acknowledged that minimum 
wage jobs, even at full-time, do 
not amount to livable wages and 
college students are the most 
reliant demographic upon the 
minimum wage. People ages 
16–24 make up 50.4 percent of the 
country’s population employed 
by minimum wage jobs, according 
to a Sept. 8 analysis by the Pew 
Research Center. It is only fair that 
students benefit from an increase 
in their wages. 
Colleges should respect the 
need for wage increases. By cutting 
jobs for students, universities are 
not understanding the reliance 
on income during of their college 
years. College administrators 
should reflect on this matter and 
consider making some cuts so pay 
is fair for everyone. 
Colleges should 
honor wage hikes 
Forcing professors to report assault is wrong
EDITORIAL CARTOON
AS THE ISSUE of sexual assault on 
college campuses continues to 
gain national attention, some 
institutions are mandating that 
professors report these crimes 
to their colleges even if students 
reveal that information to their 
professors in confidence, according 
to a Nov. 6 The Chronicle of Higher 
Education report.  
Forcing professors to report 
possible assaults puts them in 
an uncomfortable position and 
also violates the trust students 
place in those professors. Some 
students confide in professors as 
a therapeutic outlet and do not 
want them to report the crime. To 
avoid tarnishing the relationship 
between professors and students 
and to protect students’ right to 
privacy, colleges should not require 
faculty to report sexual assaults. 
Instead, professors should be 
trained to encourage students to 
report these crimes and to direct 
them to available resources.
Considering the appalling 
number of sexual assaults that are 
reported, it is understandable that 
colleges would want to mandate 
professors to report sexual assault 
to combat the problem. Only 2 
percent of rapes are reported to 
law enforcement while 95 percent 
of rapes or attempted rapes on 
college campuses go unreported, 
according to the U.S. Department 
of Justice. But the need to be 
respectful to victims and sensitive 
to their experience is more 
important. It is widely recognized 
that sexual assault can lead to 
severe depression, anxiety or self-
harm, according to the Rape, Abuse 
and Incest National Network. By 
forcing professors to report abuse 
to college officials, institutions 
gamble with emotionally damaging 
students and the possibility 
of making them feel more 
unsupported. 
If colleges truly want to help 
students, professors should be 
trained to encourage them to seek 
professional help or institutional 
resources, such as the counseling 
services offered by many colleges. 
Professors should also motivate 
students to report the crime to law 
enforcement. If a student refuses 
these services, professors should 
leave reporting the crime up to the 
victim. College students are adults, 
and it is their right to decide to 
report crimes against them. 
There is also the issue of 
unintentional confessions from 
students as the result of a class 
assignment. According to the 
report from The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, administrators 
at one unnamed college suspended 
a professor’s research because 
they were concerned students 
would reveal experiences of sexual 
assault and the professor would 
then have to report any revealed 
cases. In this instance, it seems 
the policy change is more of a 
measure to protect the college from 
lawsuits than a genuine concern 
for the issue of sexual assault. This 
example also raises an inevitable 
aspect of the learning environment 
in college. Professors could likely 
read an essay by a student that 
divulges experiencing a sexual 
assault. Although the student 
willingly shared that private 
information with the professor, it 
still does not afford the professor 
the right to report it. 
It is also questionable whether 
forcing professors to report the 
crime will actually improve the 
handling of sexual assaults on 
college campuses considering 
how awful some colleges are at 
investigating reported sexual 
assaults. Columbia University 
student Emma Sulkowicz made 
national headlines in September 
after she carried her mattress 
around campus until the college 
expelled her alleged rapist. 
Sulkowicz claimed the university 
did not take her rape allegations 
seriously. Similar stories at other 
colleges have also been reported. 
Sexual assault is prevalent 
on college campuses, and it is 
commendable that universities 
are trying to make strides to 
resolve the problem, but this new 
policy misses the mark. Forcing 
professors to report a student’s 
confession of being assaulted will 
only make the student feel more 
isolated. The most a professor 
should be required to do is lend a 
hand, and it is unfair of universities 
to ask them to do more than that. 
STUDENT POLLDo you want Greek life to come to Columbia? 
“I think what we’re missing is a community like 
that on campus because we all live in different 
buildings. [Columbia’s] not like a state college, 
so I think it would be cool.” 
“I just don’t think it is something necessary. I 
think it would be distracting from school and I 
don’t think there is any reason for us to have it. 
I’ve never had a good time at a frat party.” 
“One of the things I like about Columbia is it 
doesn’t have Greek life because I see a lot of 
my friends get involved in that. There is also just 
really bad things going on [in fraternities].”
Olivia Heator junior ASL-interpretation major Ash McCord senior creative writing major Olivia Hanson junior cultural studies major
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racism and police brutality. This 
is reminiscent of other race and 
authority struggles where police 
officers or neighborhood vigilantes 
were acquitted of killing unarmed 
black citizens, such as the shooting 
and killing of 17-year-old Trayvon 
Martin in 2012. 
The decision to not hold Wilson 
accountable for the shooting 
of Brown will weigh heavily on 
the black community, as did the 
death of Martin. Police officers 
are supposed to protect the 
community at any cost. However, 
they should not be given special 
treatment if they abuse their power 
and wrongfully kill someone. 
There should be measures in place 
that allow backup to be called to 
an officer’s side in any situation 
so police can effectively detain a 
person rather than use excessive  
force that could result in death.
To avoid unnecessary escalation 
of police force and abuse, officers 
need to be trained using real life 
situations and techniques they 
would encounter in crime stricken 
areas. They should also be properly 
taught how to how to decipher 
dangerous events quickly and 
effectively with little harm. 
Bill Cosby allegations an important lesson for fans
CHICAGO COMIC HANNIBAL Buress 
sparked overdue outrage when 
Philadelphia Magazine posted 
a clip of his Oct. 17 bit online in 
which he called out comedian Bill 
Cosby for the growing list of rape 
allegations the famous actor has 
collected in recent years.
While many of the allegations 
against Cosby have been public 
for years, the actor has managed 
to keep a lid on them and maintain 
his wholesome, sweater-wearing 
image. Until the clip of Buress’ 
show went viral, it seems most 
fans remained unaware of the 
multiple reported instances of rape 
and other forms of sexual assault 
against Cosby. 
However, as Buress pointed out 
in his bit, a simple Google search 
HAVING BEEN RAISED by a police 
officer, I heard of numerous 
encounters my father faced as a 
sergeant in the Anaheim Police 
Department in Orange County, 
California. I grew up fearing and 
despising the men and women I 
saw behind bars while idolizing 
every police officer I came across.  
I was taught that officers are 
often put in situations where they 
have to defend themselves or the 
public with little time to think and 
react. However, my time in Chicago 
has made me more aware of the 
harsh reality that unnecessary, 
excessive use of force by police 
officers can be racially motivated. 
of “Bill Cosby rape” will lead 
curious readers to a long scroll 
of reports on allegations against 
the actor, meaning that although 
the information has been readily 
available for years, it took a male 
comedian calling Cosby a “rapist” 
on stage to draw substantial 
attention to the issue, despite five 
of the 18 known women accusers 
speaking out from 2000–2006, 
according to a list of the accusers 
published online by Slate on  
Nov. 21. 
Since Buress “stirred the pot” 
in October, nine more women 
have come forward, according to a 
Nov. 24 report by The Daily Beast. 
Cosby’s representatives have 
dismissed each new allegation, 
calling them “fabricated lies” and 
bringing up some of the women’s 
rough career paths or histories of 
drug-related problems in attempts 
to invalidate their claims. 
While some fans have taken 
the accusations against Cosby 
seriously, others have shown 
continued support for the 
entertainer even after the nine 
new allegations arose Nov. 16–24. 
Cosby performed for a sold-out 
crowd in Melbourne, Florida, on 
Nov. 21, and in a video published 
the same day by NBC News, fans 
shared their reasons for still 
coming out to see his shows in light 
of what is widely viewed as what 
My childhood in a police family 
did not temper my shock as 
police officers nationwide have 
been caught using excessive and 
unreasonable force in recent years, 
often resulting in life-threatening 
or fatal injuries to the victims. 
The most prominent example of 
this occurred Aug. 9 when Michael 
Brown, an unarmed, black 18-year-
old, was killed by Darren Wilson, 
a white police officer, in Ferguson, 
Missouri. The city has since 
erupted in protests and violence 
as eyewitness accounts contradict 
whether Brown threatened Wilson. 
According to the official autopsy 
report, Brown was shot six times.
There are many instances when 
police officers do not have adequate 
time to decipher whether their 
safety is at risk, but officers should 
be trained more efficiently to be 
able to gauge the level of danger 
and whether a person is armed  
and dangerous. 
According to a July 2013 study 
published in the International 
Journal of Human Sciences, a 
difference in the formal training 
officers receive at the police 
academy and the informal world 
of the streets causes officers to 
abandon training methods. Based 
on this finding, police officers 
KYRA SENESE
Managing Editor
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
could be one of the biggest rape 
scandals in recent memory. 
“I don’t know these women, but 
don’t wait 36 years to accuse a man 
of raping you,” one unnamed Cosby 
fan told NBC in the video. “Do 
something as soon as it happens.”
While fans may be conflicted 
on how to react to the accusations 
against “America’s Dad,” networks 
involved in several of Cosby’s 
pending projects have quickly 
pulled the curtain. 
Online video streaming 
company Netflix, Inc. announced 
on Nov. 18 it was postponing a 
stand-up comedy special starring 
Cosby, “Bill Cosby 77”—which was 
due out Nov. 28—NBC announced 
on Nov. 19 it had also canceled a 
project with Cosby that was still 
in the early development stages, 
according to a Nov. 20 Reuters 
report. TV Land also stopped 
showing reruns of “The Cosby 
Show,” and according to the 
Reuters report, a spokeswoman for 
the network declined to comment 
further on the issue. 
should receive training specifically 
calibrated to the situations they 
encounter on the streets. 
By providing police officers with 
a more stringent, comprehensive 
education in handling high-stress 
events as well as being taught how 
to interpret dangerous situations, 
officers may be less likely to use 
excessive force.                                               
According to a 2013 College 
Quarterly study, police officers 
develop strong feelings based on 
racial background and appearance 
because of how closely involved 
they are with the public, also 
known as racial stereotyping or 
profiling. It is unavoidable for 
racial prejudice and judgments to 
be made, as citizens do it every day, 
but it should not be the deciding 
factor of whether a person is 
attacked, shot or killed. 
 Since the shooting, the small 
city of Ferguson, with a population 
of approximately 21,100, went from 
Although it is a common practice 
for successful corporations to 
dissociate themselves from a 
person or group in the midst of a 
scandal, it seems NBC, Netflix and 
TV Land are taking the allegations 
more seriously than the public. 
While reflecting back on the days 
of watching Dr. Cliff Huxtable 
on screen easily draws feelings 
of nostalgia, fans need to realize 
that Cosby’s situation is a prime 
example of society protecting 
an alleged rapist rather than 
protecting the purported victims. 
Aside from one case, which 
was settled for an undisclosed 
amount in a 2006 civil suit, none 
of the accusers has faced Cosby 
in court, according to the Slate 
report. To this, some critical Cosby 
lovers have said that any true 
victim could or would have come 
out sooner, seeing as the alleged 
cases date as far back as 1965. 
What those fans have failed to 
consider is the trauma and feelings 
of powerlessness those supposed 
victims—most of whom were in 
an unknown town just outside of 
St. Louis to the center of attention 
of protesters, civil rights leaders 
and increased police patrol. The 
city awaited a verdict from a grand 
jury regarding whether Wilson 
would be indicted and charged 
with killing Brown. Missouri 
Gov. Jay Nixon declared a state 
of emergency on Nov. 17 because 
of the “possibility of expanded 
unrest.” Although it was unknown 
when the jury would come to a 
decision, Nixon’s declaration 
indicated the verdict would be in 
Wilson’s favor, as the city prepared 
for public outcry and violence. 
On Nov. 24, St. Louis County 
Prosecutor Bob McCulloch 
announced a grand jury had 
decided there was no probable 
cause to indict Wilson. 
Brown’s death is not just another 
example of police using force to 
protect their city. It has turned 
into a nationwide debate on 
their teens or 20s when the alleged 
assaults would have taken place—
would have been dealing with 
immediately following any assaults 
and the fear that any victim may 
feel toward speaking out against a 
rapist, let alone calling out one of 
the most beloved actors in the U.S. 
during the decades when he was at 
the top of his game. 
While one woman was given 
money to shelve her complaint, 
the others have nothing to gain 
from accusing such an icon. Those 
critical of the potential victims 
have also failed to consider that 
most victims can be afraid to share 
their stories for fear that the crime 
committed against them will serve 
as their sole legacy, and most would 
rather not have family, friends or 
the public associate their images 
with rape every time they see or 
hear of the victim.
While Cosby may never be 
convicted for any of the alleged 
crimes, the growing list of women 
he may have harmed should not be 
dismissed. Even likable, charming 
and celebrated icons are not 
necessarily good people. Cosby 
could be innocent of the crimes he 
is being accused of, but fans should 
not dismiss the possibility that he 
is guilty simply because they grew 
up with him. 
Even likable, charming and celebrated icons are 
not necessarily good people.
The decision to not hold Darren Wilson  
accountable for the shooting of Michael Brown 
will weigh heavily on the black community.
NATALIE CRAIG
Managing Editor
Police lack comprehensive training, use excessive force
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
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GIL WALKER HAS worn a lot of hats 
throughout the years: Chicago 
Housing Authority liaison, U.S. 
Census Bureau representative, 
Chatham YMCA director, commu-
nity basketball coach and personal 
coach to Michael Jordan. Many res-
idents of his South Shore commu-
nity simply call him Coach Walker, 
including first lady Michelle Obama, 
who attended his YMCA programs 
when she was a girl.
So when longtime friend Lula 
Ford, a former Illinois Commerce 
Commission member, approached 
him about supporting Republican 
gubernatorial hopeful Bruce Rauner, 
Walker was not surprised. After all, 
he knows most everyone, so it made 
sense for him to spread the word. But 
he did not start campaigning for him 
right away.
Later that spring, he sat down 
with Rauner to talk about issues. 
Walker said he found that he had 
a lot in common with Rauner and 
arrived at the conclusion that while 
Quinn was qualified for the job, 
Rauner was more qualified. Then 
he picked up the phone.
“It went throughout the commu-
nity that if Lula Ford was throw-
ing her support behind Bruce, it 
was worth another look at him,” 
Walker said. “The same thing hap-
pened with me. My phone jumped 
off the proverbial hook once people 
knew that I was involved with the 
Rauner campaign.”
Walker said he hosted several 
meet-and-greets at his home to 
gather votes for Rauner over the 
course of the next several months. 
Everywhere he went, people rec-
ognized him and asked why he was 
supporting a Republican candidate. 
Information and loyalty is often 
spread by word-of-mouth in the 
black community, so when people 
saw him vocally supporting Rauner, 
they started to reconsider their own 
opinions, Walker said.
“If in fact Coach Walker is saying 
something, it resonates, if you will, 
simply because these people trust 
me,” Walker said. “That information 
was translated from Bruce to me 
to them.”
Walker was one of the prominent 
members of the black community 
Rauner’s campaign approached to 
garner support for his ultimately 
successful campaign throughout 
the midterm election season. Rev. 
Corey Brooks, Rev. James Meeks 
and Ford, who has not been reap-
pointed to the ICC by Gov. Pat 
level, though. Those factors do have 
bearing on a group’s politics, but it is 
not a set equation. The Democratic 
Party has long been the popular 
political allegiance for blacks, but 
with a flailing economy and con-
stant violence plaguing the South 
Side, many are looking for a change 
in state leadership, Walker said.
“I don’t know if you saw a shift 
because the demographics and the 
election returns don’t say that, but 
I do think people were more consci-
entious about who they were going 
to support,” Walker said. “I think 
that we don’t look at Bruce Rauner 
as being a Republican. We look at 
him as being more of an indepen-
dent, someone who will make the 
necessary changes who happens to 
be a Republican.”
The black community was not 
the only minority demographic 
that edged in Rauner ’s favor. 
Some Hispanic community orga-
nizers also came out to support 
him because several of his posi-
tions aligned with interests in the 
Hispanic community, said Jorge 
Zavala, a Latino community activ-
ist and Logan Square resident. 
Zavala ran for Congress in the 4th 
District in the Democratic primary 
in March 2014 and lost handily to 
Luis Gutierrez.  However, he said 
he voted for Rauner.
“There are a lot of issues that are 
important to the Latino community 
that aren’t traditionally addressed 
by Republican candidates,” Zavala 
said. “However, I think what a lot 
communities have really united for 
are term limits, a stronger economy 
and job creation ... unfortunately, 
the way things are at the moment, 
those things aren’t happening for 
the majority of people.”
Rauner took 22.05 percent of the 
vote in the 25th Ward, a West Side 
ward that includes the Hispanic-
majority neighborhoods of Pilsen 
and Little Village. Rauner’s num-
ber was 5.03 points higher than 
what Republican candidate Bill 
Brady took from that ward in the 
2010 gubernatorial election. The 
26th Ward, which includes the 
heavily Hispanic neighborhood of 
Humboldt Park, saw a 2.12 point 
climb from 2010. 
Republicans swept the midterm 
elections across the country in 
state politics. Three states, includ-
ing Illinois, saw a Republican take 
the place of a Democratic governor. 
This is not surprising in historical 
context—every sitting U.S. presi-
dent has seen a shift in the domi-
nating party during midterm elec-
tions, according to Morgan Cullen, 
a policy analyst for the National 
Conference of State Legislatures.
 “There’s only two times in 
American history when that’s not 
the case,” Cullen said. “Part of 
it was low voter turnout. I think 
those are the two main reasons you 
saw a Republican night a couple of 
weeks ago.”
Black, Hispanic communities lean  
more Republican in midterms
Quinn, all recognizable names in 
the black community, became advo-
cates for the Rauner campaign. The 
black community usually votes 
overwhelmingly Democratic, but 
in the 2014 midterms, the balance 
began to tip as Rauner pitched hard 
to minority voters with targeted ad 
campaigns and capitalizing on dis-
satisfaction with Quinn.
In Chicago, only 20.68 percent of 
the popular vote went to Rauner, but 
the percentage of support in many of 
the primarily black wards increased 
by significant margins between the 
2010 and 2014 elections. In the 9th 
Ward, which includes the majori-
ty-black neighborhoods of Roseland, 
Pullman and South Chicago, the 
margin of votes that went to the 
Republican candidate increased by 
about 1 percent. In the 5th Ward, 
which includes South Shore, the 
margin increased by 2.64 percent, 
according to the Chicago Board 
of Elections.
Politics are more complex than 
just demographics and income 
MARIA CASTELLUCCI &  
ELIZABETH EARL
Opinions Editor & Copy Chief
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Governor-elect Bruce Rauner spoke on the night of Nov. 4 after a decisive victory over incumbent Gov. Pat Quinn.
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Jorge Zavala, a former 10th District Congressional candidate (back center), said he endorsed Republican 
governor candidate Bruce Rauner despite typically voting Democratic in elections.
Tactical reevaluation
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Hermene Hartman, publisher and editor of N’DIGO (front, third from left) and Gil Walker, a South Side community activist (front, third from right) are just two of the prom-
inent members of the black community that supported Republican candidate Bruce Rauner.
It’s a two-party system, and for
the most part, African-Americans
are participating in a single party.”
— Hermene Hartman
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Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced a new tool Nov. 14 that will help residents track snowplows and volunteer to shovel snow through the city website.
MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL, the Depart-
ment of Innovation and Tech-
nology and the Department of 
Streets and Sanitation announced 
Nov. 14 enhancements made to 
ChicagoShovels.org.
The tool, a division of the City of 
Chicago website, allows residents 
to track the locations of snowplows 
in their area, providing residents 
with information about the city’s 
snow removal operations current 
snow conditions, and total amounts 
of snow accumulated. It also con-
nects volunteers to residents who 
need help with snow removal, such 
as seniors and those with disabili-
ties, and allows residents to sign up 
to be volunteers themselves.
“The City of Chicago is using 
technology to provide residents 
with the tools and support they 
need to be prepared for winter con-
ditions,” Emanuel said in a Nov. 14 
press release. “New enhancements 
to the Plow Tracker tool will show 
the real-time progress of snow-
plows, including direction of travel, 
so that residents can check to see 
when a plow is coming their way.”
Tina Cerami, a 19-year-old pub-
lic relations major at Columbia, 
said she thinks this new enhance-
ment will help the city and its res-
idents to better prepare for the 
winter and potentially dangerous 
road conditions.
“I will absolutely utilize this 
site,” Cerami said. “I need to know 
how busy the streets will be. People 
need to know what’s going on with 
the streets [and] if it’s safe. I think 
it’s a great heads up for the people 
in the city.”
Cerami said whatever amount of 
money was spent on improving the 
website is worthwhile considering 
the amount of snowfall the city saw 
last year. 
The 2013–2014 winter in Chica-
go saw 82 total inches of snowfall, 
more than the two previous years 
combined, according to the Nation-
al Weather Service.
“This is something that is ac-
tually helping people and it’s not 
something that will be [used only] 
on a specific group,” Cerami said. 
“It benefits everyone in the city.  I 
think it’s worth their while.”
Danielle Watson, a 32-year-old 
Chicago native who commutes be-
tween the South and West sides by 
driving, said she likes the ability to 
track the snowplows.
“I think the city is pretty good 
about plowing, but it will really 
help me see what areas and [what] 
streets they’re on so I can see what’s 
a better route,” Watson said.
Watson said taxpayers could 
now hold the city accountable more 
easily because they have more abil-
ity to track the hard data of snow 
clean up.
“[Residents] already think the 
city doesn’t do a lot of things with 
the money like [it is] supposed to,” 
Watson said. “At least we’ll see 
they’re salting and plowing the 
streets like they’re supposed to.”
Cerami said she does not fore-
see city backlash to the new online 
tool enhancement. 
“If everyone is contributing on-
line [and] snowplowing, then ev-
erything should be smooth sailing, 
Cerami said.
Cheryl Pugh, a West Side resi-
dent who said she drives 27 miles to 
work and back, said this tool could 
be effective for people who com-
mute long distances to the suburbs 
from the city.
“I think it is a good idea if it’s go-
ing to benefit [residents] by being in 
real-time, having actual informa-
tion about where the snowplows 
are,” Pugh said. “If it’s [efficient], 
then it’s definitely beneficial.”
Pugh said nearly everyone has 
an app or a computer at his or her 
fingertips, so the tool is worth the 
city’s expenditures.
“If we’re looking at creating all 
types of computer programs and 
electronic apps, then I can see where 
it would be worth it,” Pugh said. “It 
would be beneficial and cost-effec-
tive. I would utilize it because it 
may help me strategize in terms of 
my commute. 
Cerami said this site benefits not 
only drivers, but also people who 
commute by foot, bus and the Chi-
cago Transit Authority trains.
 “If everyone does their job, we’ll 
be one happy city,” Cerami said.
Enhanced online tool tracks snowplows
The Columbia ChroniCle
36  •  December 1, 2014
36  •  December 1, 2014
MARTIN MACHNICA
Occupation: Data Analysis      Neighborhood: Loop 
WHILE MANY CHICAGOANS walk past 
homeless people, Martin Mach-
nica stops to interview them 
about their lives on the street. 
Touched by the stories of home-
less individuals, Machnica has 
begun turning their stories into 
a documentary series called 
“Chicago Street Life Photo & 4K 
Video Documentary.”
   Machnica, a Poland-born film-
maker and data analyst for Kirkland 
& Ellis LLP, launched a Kickstarter 
campaign Oct. 28 to fund the doc-
umentary series that captures the 
lives of homeless people and how 
they wound up on the streets. He 
has raised $221 of his $10,000 goal 
as of press time, but said he remains 
optimistic and plans to continue to 
fund the project himself. 
   The Chronicle spoke with Mach-
nica about his goals the inspiration 
behind his project and his passion 
for photography. 
THE CHRONICLE: What gave you 
the  idea for the project? 
MARTIN MACHNICA: The core 
question is, “Why?” “Why are you 
on the street?” There are so many 
services available. There are shel-
ters. There are homes for the home-
less so the question is “why?” That’s 
kind of the [probing] question 
throughout. [As far as] Chicago, I’ve 
already heard some answers.
Where do you plan on conducting 
your interviews?
Rio De Janeiro, [other places in] 
South America, Africa—I plan on 
going all over the world, wherever 
the wind takes me, wherever there 
are people who have a story to tell 
because these people have a story. 
Everyone has a story. I want to be 
there to enable them to tell their 
story, while at the same time, I want 
to help them.
Why did you major in anthropology 
in college?
I’ve been fascinated by human be-
ings. I’m fascinated by that core 
question: “Why?” And that’s been 
with me forever. Why is the world 
the way it is? Why do we live the 
way we live? [Answering] that has 
been the core question throughout 
my life. 
What made you want to pursue  a 
career in photography?
When I was a child, I used to spend 
countless hours in the darkroom 
with my grandfather. He taught me 
a lot. He passed away when I was 
9 years old, but I still learned a lot 
from him. I was just at his grave a 
few days ago praying for him, being 
with him and in my belief. Photog-
raphy has always been a hobby. 
Did you help your grandfather with 
his photography?
I would help him myself. Cutting 
and zooming in and out and devel-
oping in black and white. I special-
ize in black and white photography 
since that’s what he influenced me 
with the most. He was a pretty fa-
mous photographer here in Poland. 
He did portrait photography, but he 
also did weddings to earn a living. 
It’s a wonderful experience to be 
part of the joy. It’s amazing. It really 
lifts up your spirit. 
What is your day-to-day work like?
I do things that are interesting. I 
learn programming. I do research. 
I talk to people. The main film used 
for the Kickstarter, I filmed on a 
lunch break. I edited it on my iPad 
and threw it up on the Internet.
Do you film all of your pieces with 
mobile devices?
I use an iPad and an iPhone. 
I  also use a MacBook Pro. I use 
Nikon cameras with Nikon lens-
es. I use a Blackmagic Design Stu-
dio 4K camera, which is the one 
for high-quality video. I also use 
GoPro video cameras.
Why do you want to help the homeless 
and disadvantage people?
I have everything I could want in 
life and everyday ... I come into 
work and I see these poor people 
and my heart is just ripped apart. 
[With money], it’s not how much 
you make. It’s what you do with it. 
Courtesy MARTIN MACHNICA
TATIANA WALK-MORRIS
Associate Editor
twalkmorris@chroniclemail.com
JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor
jscott@chroniclemail.com
THE CHICAGO CHRISTKINDLMARKET has 
become a staple as the largest au-
thentic German outdoor holiday 
market in the U.S. Every year, 
hundreds of thousands of visitors 
from across the globe partake in 
the market’s festivities, based on 
Nuremberg, Germany’s very own 
“Christkindlesmarkt” celebration.
The first Christkindlmarket was 
held in 1996 at Pioneer Court and, 
because it attracted more than 
300,000 visitors, it was invited by 
Mayor Richard M. Daley to move 
to Daley Plaza, 50 W. Washington 
St., the following year, where it has 
remained since.
Organized by German Ameri-
can Services, a subsidiary of the 
German American Chamber of 
Commerce of the Midwest, the 
Christkindlmarket opened Nov. 21 
to celebrate its 19th annual market 
and will remain open until Dec. 24.
More than 65 percent of vendors 
at the Christkindlmarket travel 
from Germany to Chicago each year 
to create a holiday celebration giving 
Chicago a taste of German culture.
Festivities at the Christkindl-
market include shopping, eating 
and drinking. The site offers walk-
in cabins and traditional wooden 
huts filled with German-inspired 
holiday ornaments, nutcrackers, 
wooden toys and sweets, The air 
is filled with the aroma of German 
delicacies, including German sau-
sages, potato pancakes and schnit-
zel. Imported German beer and 
cups of Glüwein—hot spiced wine—
are served out of collectible Christ-
kindlmarket souvenir mugs.
FREE FRIES & DRINK
*With the purchase of $5.00 or greater
Photos by Kaitlin Hetterscheidt
Christkindlmarket 
opens in Daley Plaza
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CHANTS AND SHOUTING echoed through 
the streets of Chicago Nov. 24 after 
the grand jury findings in the Michael 
Brown case were read in Ferguson, 
Missouri. The failure to indict led to 
protesters marching through the city 
yelling, “They let us down, we shut 
s--t down.”
The protest of nearly 700 people 
gathered at the Chicago Police Head-
quarters, 3510 S. Michigan Ave., and 
headed north on King Drive until 
the crowd reached Lake Shore Drive 
and shut the entire road down. Police 
flanked the march of protesters as 
they made their way into the streets 
of downtown Chicago, specifically the 
bridge across Michigan Avenue and 
Balbo Street.
Police in riot helmets looked on as 
protesters chanted, “No justice, no 
peace. No more racist a-- police.”
Many students attended the protest, 
hearing news of the event through 
emails from professors, texts from 
friends or Facebook events sent weeks 
in advance.
Simone Gillon, junior cultural stud-
ies major at Columbia, said this is the 
third protest she has taken part in, but 
this particular case means a lot to her.
“It doesn’t matter if [Michael 
Brown] was black, white or yellow,” 
Gillon said. “It’s the fact that police are 
criminalizing people, and it needs to 
be stopped.”
Kristin Brown, a Ferguson native 
and another protester who carried a 
sign stating ‘Justice for Mike Brown’ 
alongside Gillon, agreed that racism 
in the police force is the biggest issue 
when it comes to the Michael Brown 
case and others like it.
“Chicago police kill a civilian every 
nine days,” Brown said. “You know 
how many people that is per year? [The 
Chicago police] are just as much a part 
of the problem too.”
The crowd quickly gained more fol-
lowers, making its way through a shut-
down and vacant Lake Shore Drive. 
Protesters’ anger grew more apparent 
at police as they blocked off certain 
streets, bridges  and buildings.
Gregory Koger, a political activist, 
used a megaphone to deliver an an-
ti-police speech to the growing crowd.
“Why are police killing our youth 
like this?” Koger said. “[It’s because] 
the police’s role is to suppress people. It 
is to stop any resistance and challenge 
to what this system does time and time 
again. They value property more than 
they value human lives, and that is 
foundational to the capitalist system.”
His statements got more aggressive 
as the protest continued by saying 
things like, “Either you’re with the 
people and with liberation or you’re a 
pig and you’re with the system,” and 
“These f--kers in uniforms with guns 
and badges [are] backing people up 
and shooting people down. They know 
what’s happening.”
Koger’s comments were met with 
considerable support.
“[The police] need to get the f--k 
out of the way,” Koger said. “We’re 
going to make them get the f--k out of 
the way because the time is up for this 
system. Ferguson has woken up this 
sleeping giant.”
Fighting for Ferguson
1
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1. Demonstrators head north on Lake Shore Drive shouting “we shut sh-- down” as they march unified in disapproval of the decision to not indict Ferguson police officer Darren Wilson.
2. A protester tearfully yells at a Chicago police officer while the crowd gathered outside of the police headquarters to hear if there would be any charges in the Michael Brown case.
3. One man looks up during a four-minute moment of silence held for Michael Brown in memory of his body lying in the Ferguson streets for four hours after being shot and killed.
4. The protest for justice for Michael Brown remained peaceful and non-violent as demonstrators were guided by the police on a similar street route as the NATO protests in May 2012.
5. A Lake Shore Drive motorist stalled by large numbers of oncoming demonstrators holds his fist in the air to show support of the movement that left the iconic Chicago roadway inoperative.
6. As demonstrators face blockades from police near the James R. Thompson Center, masses of the protesters head west in an effort to bypass the surrounding police force.
Written by Carissa Degen
Photos by Kelly Wenzel, Lou Foglia and Carolina Sánchez
A peaceful protest shuts down Lake Shore Drive after a no-
charge verdict was read in the case of Michael Brown
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Teach Lessons That Will Last a Lifetime 
Cullen said it remains to be seen 
if the midterm election will con-
tribute to bipartisan legislative 
moves. However, more state legis-
latures are divided now than before 
the midterm elections, he said—18 
states have divided legislatures and 
seven have split chambers. Before 
the election, there were only three, 
Cullen said. 
“Is it a step toward bipartisan-
ship?” Cullen said. “It’s going to 
have to be.”
This upset of the status quo did 
not come without consequences 
for some. Hermene Hartman, the 
publisher and editor-in-chief of 
South Side magazine N’DIGO, said 
she received threats for openly sup-
porting Rauner. However, she said 
she was willing to vote the other 
way because she so strongly disap-
proved of Gov. Pat Quinn. 
“I knew I wouldn’t be Moth-
er Hubbard, but I think I kicked a 
door down,” Hartman said. “I didn’t 
think I was selling out. I think I was 
selling in.”
She said the Democratic Party 
has taken the black vote for granted 
for many years. Taking away that 
vote may force them to listen to the 
community’s interests more close-
ly, Hartman added.
“It’s a two-party system, and for 
the most part, African-Americans 
are participating in a single par-
ty,” Hartman said. “That’s stupid 
politics. If you participate in both 
parties, you leverage your vote and 
bet your vote. You make them vie 
for your vote as opposed to giving 
it away.”
Brooks made headlines citywide 
because of a reported robbery on 
Oct. 25 at his church on the South 
Side, 6620 S. King Drive, according 
to a WGN TV report. Brooks told 
WGN that he believed the break-in 
was politically motivated in opposi-
tion to his endorsement of Rauner 
and U.S. Senate Republican can-
didate Jim Oberweis, who lost to 
incumbent Democrat Dick Durbin. 
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Zavala said he also experienced 
backlash on social media after he 
endorsed Rauner because he has 
traditionally been a progressive in 
the Democratic Party. 
“A lot of the backlash has been, 
‘Hey, I thought you were a progres-
sive,’ and the thing about this race 
is it is not a socially conservative 
race—it is a fiscally conservative 
race,” Zavala said. “We really have 
to think about job creation and 
think about establishing good pub-
lic schools for our kids. Obviously 
the social things are not going to 
change.” 
Rauner won support from blacks 
by paying attention and campaign-
ing in black communities across 
the state in areas such as Peoria, 
Urbana-Champaign and East St. 
Louis, Hartman said. Challenging 
the assumptions about black voters 
and forcing candidates to campaign 
for their votes could bring greater 
benefits to the community, she said.
Walker agreed with Hartman—
too many chronic issues plague the 
black community that need to be re-
solved quickly. He said he primarily 
hopes to see Rauner focus on crime 
prevention and economic improve-
ment in inner city communities. Al-
though Rauner is not a cure-all for 
the city’s issues, Walker said more 
visibility and accountability will 
improve the community. 
The Democratic Party has had a 
political stranglehold on Chicago 
for a long time, and while that may 
not immediately change, the intro-
duction of Republican politicians 
into the mix could spur conversa-
tion, he said.
“I don’t think it will rattle the 
stranglehold, but I think when 
there is adversity, there’s opportu-
nities that come out of adversity,” 
Walker said. “With this change in 
the governorship, [both parties] 
are going to sit down and find that 
they have so much in common and 
not think about political warfare, 
but what’s the common good for the 
state of Illinois.”
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Republican Bruce Rauner celebrates his victory against incumbent Gov. Pat Quinn with his supporters Nov. 4 at his election party at the Hilton Chicago, 720 S. Michigan 
Ave.  Rauner attracted endorsements from prominent minority leaders in Chicago. 
I think we don’t look at Bruce 
Rauner as being a Republican. We 
look at him as being more of an 
independent, someone who will 
make the necessary changes.”
— Gil Walker
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